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AN ACT relating to the designation of Bowling Green Chamber Orchestra as the official state chamber orchestra.

WHEREAS, a chamber orchestra is a smaller version of the symphony orchestra; and

WHEREAS, the Bowling Green Chamber Orchestra, in six years, has become a highly successful and popular chamber orchestra with a devoted public; and

WHEREAS, the Bowling Green Chamber Orchestra has grown in those six years from audiences of 100 the first season to an average of 800 during the past season, with some concerts selling up to 2,000 tickets and a free-to-the-public Fourth of July concert attracting over 10,000 people; and

WHEREAS, at a time when orchestra companies in the larger cities are in financial crises, the Bowling Green Chamber Orchestra budget has grown from $15,000 six years ago to almost $500,000 this year with an expected $20,000 surplus; and

WHEREAS, the Bowling Green Orchestra is careful to honor its classical repertoire, one of the orchestra's most attractive qualities has been its versatility in performing concerts featuring Beethoven, the Beatles, Bluegrass, and Broadway; and

WHEREAS, the orchestra's concerts have included such themes as "Motown Madness," Beatles music, songs of George and Ira Gershwin, "Retro Madness: '70's Show," "Nutcracker Sweet," and music of World War II's "The Greatest Generation"; and

WHEREAS, the orchestra has begun Children's Cushion Concerts in an informal format with the children (and adults) sitting on cushions close to the orchestra and listening to great music accompanied by age-appropriate talks from Music Director Jeffrey Reed; and

WHEREAS, this season, the Children's Cushion Concerts consist of "The Orchestra" which takes the children inside the orchestra to learn about the instruments and experience an instrument petting zoo, "The Elements of Music" which explores how music is put together, and "Happy Birthday, Wolfgang" which celebrates Mozart's 250th birthday and talks about Mozart's favorite food and games and how he put music together;

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Bowling Green Chamber Orchestra is named and designated as the official state chamber orchestra.
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