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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to marriage.
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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerk

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
x
Modifies Existing
x
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

County clerks are responsible for the issuance, maintenance and storage of marriage licenses within the Commonwealth. They use the marriage license form prescribed by the Department for Libraries and Archives pursuant to KRS 402.100.

HB 242 allows: (1) An unmarried couple to make a declaration of intent to enter into a covenant marriage; and (2) A married couple to designate/redesignate their marriage as a covenant marriage. The County Clerk to is charged with the duty of issuing, storing, and maintaining the  documents  required to be used at each step in the process by persons who enter into a "covenant marriage".

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 242 on local government is expected to be minimal. Implementation of the measure may result in some additional administrative costs for County Clerks.

Under Sections 2 and 3 of the measure, each county clerk will have the duty to receive from an unmarried couple seeking to contract a covenant marriage:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Application for a marriage license;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Declaration of intent to contract a covenant marriage, which contains (1) A signed recitation as specified under the measure; (2) An affidavit of receipt of counseling by both parties; (3) Notarized attestation signed by the counselor and attached to the parties' affidavit acknowledging provision of an Informational Pamphlet entitled The Covenant Marriage Act.

Under Section 5 of the measure, each county clerk will have the duty to receive from a married couple, domiciled in the county, seeking to redesignate their marriage as a covenant marriage:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Copy of marriage certificate;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Declaration of intent to redesignate a marriage as a covenant marriage which includes (1) A signed recitation as specified under the measure; (2) An affidavit of specified discussions with a counselor; (3) A notarized attestation signed by the counselor and attached to the parties' affidavit acknowledging provision of an Informational Pamphlet entitled The Covenant Marriage Act.

Under Sections 8 and 9 of the measure, each county clerk will have the duty to:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Issue a marriage license containing a statement declaring intent to contract a covenant marriage;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Issue a marriage certificate containing, if applicable, a designation that the parties entered into a covenant marriage;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Keep a record of marriage and, if applicable, a designation that the parties entered into a covenant marriage.

County clerks currently receive the following fees related to handling marriage license documents:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
$24 for marriage license, bond, certificate and recording;(KRS 64.012); 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
$1 for forwarding to the State Registrar of Vital Statistics the required information on marriage licenses issued and marriage certificates returned to the clerk by parties officiating at the ceremony. (KRS 213.116)

County clerks will incur some additional administrative costs for each covenant marriage document that is issued and stored. The measure contains no additional fees for the handling of the covenant marriage documents by the County Clerk. The number of  unmarried persons that will apply for a covenant marriage is not known. The number of married persons that will  apply to redesignate a marriage as a covenant marriage is not known.
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