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AN ACT relating to mathematics and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in Sections 1, 2, and 3 of this Act, unless the context requires otherwise:
(a)
"Concepts" means mathematical ideas that serve as the basis for understanding mathematics;
(b)
"Mathematics" means the curriculum of numbers and computations, geometry and measurements, probability and statistics, and algebraic ideas;
(c)
"Mathematics diagnostic assessment" means an assessment that identifies a student at risk of failure in mathematics or a student with major deficits in numeracy and other mathematical concepts and skills;
(d)
"Mathematics intervention program" means an intensive instructional program that is based on valid, scientific research and is provided by a highly trained teacher to specifically meet individual students needs;
(e)
"Numeracy" means the development of the basic concepts which include counting, place value, addition and subtraction strategies, multiplication and division strategies, and the concepts of time, money, and length. To be numerate is to have and be able to use appropriate mathematical knowledge, concepts, skills, intuition, and experience in relationship to every day life;
(f)
"Relationships" means connections of mathematical concepts and skills within mathematics; and
(g)
"Skills" means actions of mathematics.
(2)
(a)
The mathematics diagnostic and intervention fund is created as a separate revolving fund. Moneys deposited in the fund shall be used to help teachers improve the skills of students in the primary program who are having difficulty in mathematics. The fund shall:

1.
Provide funding for the Center for Mathematics created in Section 3 of this Act and the costs of training selected teachers in the diagnostic assessment and intervention skills that are needed to assist struggling students in the primary program;
2.
Provide renewable, two (2) year local grants to support teachers who are trained as specialists in assessment, diagnostic, and intervention strategies for assisting students who lack mathematics concepts and skills, particularly numeracy, and who have difficulty understanding mathematical relationships; and 

3.
Provide operational funding for the Mathematics Diagnostic and Intervention Grant Steering Committee created in Section 2 of this Act.
(b)
Any moneys in the fund at the close of a fiscal year shall not lapse but shall be carried forward to be used for the purposes specified in this section.

(c)
Any interest earnings of the fund shall become a part of the fund and shall not lapse.

(3)
(a)
Any funds appropriated to the mathematics diagnostic and intervention fund and specifically designated by the General Assembly as funding for grants to local school districts or to support the Mathematics Diagnostic and Intervention Grant Steering Committee shall be administered by the Kentucky Department of Education.

(b)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall promulgate administrative regulations relating to the grants for local school districts based on recommendations from the steering committee, the secretary of the Education Cabinet, the commissioner of education, and the Center for Mathematics established in Section 3 of this Act. The administrative regulations shall:
1.
Identify eligibility criteria for grant applicants;
2.
Specify the criteria for acceptable diagnostic assessments and intervention programs;

3.
Establish the minimum annual evaluation process for each grant recipient;
4.
Identify the annual data that must be provided from each grant recipient;
5.
Define the application and approval process;

6.
Establish matching fund requirements if deemed necessary by the board;
7.
Define the obligations for professional development and continuing education for teachers, administrators, and staff of each grant recipient;
8.
Establish the conditions for renewal of a two (2) year grant; and
9.
Specify other conditions necessary to implement the purposes of this section.

(c)
As part of the application process, the board shall require that a grant applicant provide assurances that the following principles will be met if the applicant's request for funding is approved:

1.
Mathematics instruction will be standards-based and utilize research-based practices of mathematics diagnostic assessment and instructional intervention; 

2.
Intervention services will supplement, not replace, regular classroom instruction; and

3.
Intervention services will be provided to primary program students who are at risk of mathematics failure within the school based upon ongoing assessments of their needs.
(d)
If matching funds are required, the school council or, if none exists, the principal or the superintendent of schools, shall allocate matching funds. Funding for professional development allocated to the school council under KRS 160.345 and for continuing education under KRS 158.070 may be used to provide a portion or all of a school's required match.

(e)
The Department of Education shall make available to schools:

1.
Information from the Center for Mathematics regarding diagnostic assessment and intervention programs of proven-practice in meeting the needs of primary students who are at risk of failure;

2.
Technical assistance to potential applicants and grant recipients;

3.
A list of professional development providers offering teacher training in diagnostic assessment and intervention strategies; and

4.
Information from the Center for Mathematics on how to communicate to parents effective ways of interacting with their children to improve their mathematics concepts, skills, and understanding.

(f)
The Department of Education shall submit a report to the Interim Joint Committee on Education no later than September 1 of each year outlining the use of grant funds. By November 1, 2007, the Department of Education shall conduct a statewide needs assessment of the resources needed in each school to help each child achieve proficiency in mathematics by the year 2014 and report to the Interim Joint Committee on Education an estimate of the cost and a specific timeline for meeting the goal established by the Commonwealth.
(4)
Any funds appropriated to the mathematics diagnostic and intervention fund that are specifically designated by the General Assembly to support the Center for Mathematics shall be appropriated to the Council on Postsecondary Education and distributed to the university administering the center, as determined by the council under Section 3 of this Act.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Mathematics Diagnostic and Intervention Grant Steering Committee is hereby created. The initial members shall be appointed no later than July 1, 2005.

(2)
The purposes of the committee shall be to:

(a)
Advise the Council on Postsecondary Education in the development of the request for proposal process under Section 3 of this Act to select the Center for Mathematics and, upon request, review the ongoing work of the center;

(b)
Make recommendations regarding the content of administrative regulations, including but not limited to the development of the criteria for the solicitation, review, and approval of diagnostic and intervention grants to local schools, to be promulgated by the Kentucky Board of Education under Section 1 of this Act;
(c)
Define the professional development and continuing education requirements for teachers, administrators, and staff of grant recipients;

(d)
Specify the criteria for acceptable diagnostic assessments and intervention programs;

(e)
Review and recommend grant recipients based upon the established criteria; and

(f)
Identify needs in the state regarding mathematics programs.

(3)
The committee shall be initially composed of fifteen (15) members. The committee shall include the commissioner of education or the commissioner's designee, the president of the Council on Postsecondary Education or the president's designee, the secretary of the Education Cabinet or the secretary's designee, and gubernatorial appointees as follows:
(a)
Five (5) primary program mathematics teachers with a specialty or background in mathematics;

(b)
Four (4) professors representing public universities, with a specialty in mathematics or mathematics education;

(c)
One (1) elementary school principal; and

(d)
Two (2) individuals from the state at large who have an interest in mathematics.


When the Center for Mathematics created under Section 3 of this Act becomes operational, the executive director of the center shall be added to the committee, which shall then be composed of sixteen (16) members.
(4)
Each member of the committee, other than members who serve by virtue of their positions, shall serve for a term of three (3) years or until a successor is appointed and qualified, except that the initial appointments shall be made in the following manner: four (4) members shall serve a one (1) year term, four (4) members shall serve a two (2) year term, and four (4) members shall serve a three (3) year term. 

(5)
A majority of the entire authorized membership shall constitute a quorum.

(6)
At its first meeting, the committee shall elect, by majority vote, a chair who shall be the presiding officer of the committee and coordinate the functions and activities of the committee. Thereafter, a chair shall be elected each calendar year. An individual may not serve as chair for more than three (3) consecutive years.

(7)
The committee shall be attached to the Department of Education for administrative purposes. The department shall provide staffing assistance as needed.

(8)
Members shall serve without compensation, except that members may be reimbursed for all necessary travel expenses in compliance with state travel regulations.

(9)
The committee shall meet at least biannually.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Center for Mathematics is hereby created to make available professional development for teachers in reliable, research-based diagnostic assessment and intervention strategies in mathematics. The center shall be headed by an executive director and administered by a public postsecondary education institution. The center shall:
(a)
Act as a clearinghouse for information about professional development programs for teachers that address mathematics diagnostic assessment, intervention programs, and instructional strategies to address students' needs;

(b)
Collaborate with Kentucky's other public and private postsecondary institutions to develop teachers' mathematical knowledge needed for teaching and help teachers improve students' mathematical concepts, thinking, problem-solving, and skills, with an emphasis on diagnostic assessment and intervention programs for students in the primary program;

(c)
Provide teacher training to develop teacher leaders and teaching specialists in primary programs who have skills in diagnostic assessment and intervention services to assist struggling students or those who are at risk of failure in mathematics. The center may contract for services in order to carry out this responsibility;

(d)
Maintain a demonstration and training site for early mathematics located at each of the public universities; 

(e)
Advise the Kentucky Department of Education and Kentucky Board of Education regarding:

1.
Early mathematics content, diagnostic assessment practices, and intervention programs that help improve student achievement;
2.
Costs and effectiveness of various mathematics intervention programs; and
3.
Trends and issues relating to mathematics programs in schools throughout the state; and
(f)
Disseminate information to teachers, administrators, and policymakers on an ongoing basis.
(2)
The Council on Postsecondary Education shall select a location for the center no later than January 1, 2006. The council shall use a request for proposal process. In developing the request for proposal, the council shall seek advise from the Mathematics Diagnostic and Intervention Grant Steering Committee created in Section 2 of this Act and the commissioner of education. The center shall be located at the selected university through July 1, 2011, unless funding is not available, the council deems the performance of the institute to be inadequate, or the university requests to discontinue its relationship to the institute. Contingent upon available funding at the end of the initial cycle, and each five (5) year period thereafter, the council shall issue a request for proposal to all public postsecondary education institutions to administer the center.

Section 4.   The commissioner of education and the president of the Council on Postsecondary Education shall convene the Mathematics Diagnostic and Intervention Grant Steering Committee for its first meeting no later than August 31, 2005.

Section 5.   Initial grants to local schools shall be made for the 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 biennium, depending on the availability of funding.

Section 6.   Whereas it is necessary to have sufficient time for the Governor to make appointments to the Mathematics Diagnostic and Intervention Grant Steering Committee and for the Council on Postsecondary Education to adopt a request for proposal to locate the Center for Mathematics, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.
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