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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to fees and making an appropriation.

SPONSOR
Rep. Steve Nunn

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerk; Fiscal Court; Sheriff's office

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

BR 961 amends KRS Chapter 64.012 to increase the fees that the County Clerk collects for various  services. Section 2 of the measure amends KRS Chapter 134.100 to increase the certificate of transfer fee from .25 cents to $10. 

The remainder of the measure amends KRS Chapters 186 and 186A to increase new motor vehicle registration fees in 2006 and all motor vehicle registration fees in 2008. In 2006, the measure directs that the $1 state registration fee increase go to the Highway Technology Program Funds, which may then be distributed by the Transportation Cabinet to local governments to improve vehicle registration technology or to the Turnpike Authority of Kentucky. All references to County Clerk fees in Chapters 186 and 186A are moved to a specific location (Section 34 (8)) for conformity. Unless otherwise noted, the effective date of this legislation is January 1, 2006. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 961 on local governments is substantial. Section one of the bill increases the legal record fees received by the county clerk. Section 2 of the bill increases the certificate of transfer fee for real estate from .25 to $10. These fee increases would become effective January 2006.

Sections 3 through 36 retains the current amount received by county clerks for vehicle registrations in 2006 but increases the amount retained in 2008 by $1. These sections increase the fee paid to the county clerk for specialized licenses plates, and to replace lost a lost plate by $1 effective January 2006. Section 34 creates the highway technology program fund effective January 2006 and designates that $1 of the state's portion of vehicle registration fees be deposited in the fund to be used for grants to county clerks in Kentucky to improve the technology and administration of motor vehicle registrations or for grants to the Turnpike Authority of Kentucky. 

Section 37 increases the cost of vehicle temporary tags by $1 and increases the amount retained by the county clerk by fifty cents effective January 2006. Section 38 increases the amount collected by sheriff's offices for the inspection of vehicles to be registered in Kentucky from out of state by $2 effective January 2006. Section 39 increases the fee for certificate of title from $6 to $8 effective July 2005. County clerks retain sixty-six and two-thirds percent of this fee. This section also increases the amount that the county clerk receives for issuing a speed title by $1 effective January 2006.

According to an estimate made by the Jefferson County Clerk's office, local governments statewide would receive approximately $4.5 million in increased revenue in 2006. Further, local governments would receive an additional increase in revenues of approximately $4.5 million in 2008. Local governments may also receive additional revenues from the Highway Technology Program fund to improve the technology and administration of motor vehicle registrations.

Of the $4.5 million increase in 2006, county clerks' offices would receive $2.6 million in additional revenues due to the increase in legal record fees and $1.5 million for the increase in new motor vehicle registration fees. Sheriffs' offices would receive approximately $400,000 in increased revenues due to the increase in vehicle inspection fees. In 2008, the estimated $4.5 million in additional revenues would go to county clerks' offices in the form of increased motor vehicle registration fees.

KRS Chapter 64.350 designates that in counties having a population of 70,000 or more, 25 percent of the fees collected by the county clerk's office shall be remitted to the county's fiscal court. According to the US. Census Bureau's Census 2000, Kentucky has 10 counties with populations of 70,000 or more (Attachment A), therefore, in these counties 25 percent of the increased revenues would be remitted to the fiscal courts.  
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Attachment A

Kentucky Counties with Populations of 70,000 or more

Boone

Campbell

Christian

Daviess

Fayette

Hardin

Jefferson

Kenton

Madison

Warren

Source: US. Census Bureau, Census 2000
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