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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate  in loving memory and honor of Shirley Chisholm.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Shirley Chisholm, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Shirley Chisholm was born Shirley Anita St. Hill on November 30, 1924, a native of Bedford-Stuyvesant, and she traversed these earthly bounds on January 1, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Shirley Chisholm was the daughter of West Indian immigrants to New York; at the age of three, her parents sent her to Barbados, where she lived with her grandmother, and where she received her elementary education from the British colonial school system; she returned to the United States at age 11 with a Caribbean accent she never lost; and she attended Brooklyn College and received a master's degree in education from Columbia University; and

WHEREAS, after graduating from Columbia University, Shirley Chishom became widely known as an authority on early education and child welfare; she worked as the director of the Friends Day Nursery in the Brownsville section of Brooklyn and the Hamilton-Madison Child Care Center in Lower Manhattan; and from 1959 to 1964, she was an educational consultant in the day care division of the city's bureau of child welfare; and

WHEREAS, Shirley Chisholm will be best remembered as the first African-American woman to sit in the United States House of Representatives; she was elected to that position in 1969 by her constituents from New York's Democratic 12th Congressional District in Brooklyn, and during her first year, she became a founding member of the Congressional Black Caucus; in Washington, D. C., she operated with an all-female staff and became a passionate campaigner and voice for civil rights, women's rights, and the poor, and she fought vehemently against the Vietnam War; during her tenure in Congress, she was a member of the Veteran's Affairs panel and the prestigious Education and Labor Committee; throughout her political career, her slogan remained "Unbought and Unbossed"; and she left Washington, D. C. in 1982 after seven terms in the United States House of Representatives; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Shirley Chisholm has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate  of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate  does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Shirley Chisholm, and expresses to her family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate  adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Shirley Chisholm.
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