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A RESOLUTION honoring Robert Penn Warren on the occasion of the one hundredth anniversary of his birth in Guthrie, Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Robert Penn Warren was born a native son of the Commonwealth of Kentucky in Guthrie, in Todd County, on April 24, 1905, the son of Robert Franklin Warren and Anna Ruth Penn; and

WHEREAS, Robert Penn Warren's rural, southern upbringing in the Commonwealth and surrounding areas influenced significantly his poetry and prose writing; and

WHEREAS, Robert Penn Warren was a gifted scholar and pursued his studies at the eminently prestigious Vanderbilt University, Yale University, Berkeley University, and Oxford University where he was a Rhodes Scholar; and

WHEREAS, at Vanderbilt, Robert Penn Warren joined a literary group called "The Fugitives," a group whose literary focus was informed by the culture of the South and that included such prominent literary figures as John Crowe Ransom and Allen Tate; and

WHEREAS, Robert Penn Warren soon established himself as a force in poetry and literature with such monumental works as Night Rider, a novel about the tobacco war between independent tobacco growers and large tobacco companies in Kentucky; Promises: Poems 1954-1956, a collection of poetry that won the 1958 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry; Now and Then: Poems 1976-1978, which garnered him the 1979 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry; and All the King's Men, a novel about Louisiana politician Huey P. Long that was turned into a play, an opera, and a film, which itself was awarded an Oscar; in addition, the book won the 1947 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction; and

WHEREAS, Robert Penn Warren was the author of Understanding Poetry and Understanding Fiction--two works that influenced generations of literary teachers and students in the 20th Century; and

WHEREAS, Robert Penn Warren received countless awards for his other works of poetry and prose; and

WHEREAS, Robert Penn Warren was awarded such honors as the National Medal for Literature in 1970, the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1980, and the Prize Fellowship of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation in 1981; and

WHEREAS, Robert Penn Warren was named the Poet Laureate of the Library of Congress in 1986 and 1987; and

WHEREAS, the year 2005 marks the one hundredth anniversary of Robert Penn Warren's birth; and

WHEREAS, on April 22, 2005, the citizens of Guthrie, Kentucky, birthplace of Robert Penn Warren, will hold a celebration in honor of the hundredth anniversary of the birth of Robert Penn Warren, one of the most notable literary figures of the 20th Century, whose popularity will no doubt remain in force for generations to come;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize the vast literary achievements of poet, author, and professor Robert Penn Warren, whose literary focus itself was nourished by the rural, southern culture of Kentucky and the region, and whose literature has subsequently surpassed all mere political borders and has influenced the literary spirits of the citizens of the world.

Section 2.   The Senate does hereby recognize the citizens of Guthrie, Kentucky in Todd County for their efforts in honoring this literary giant on the occasion of the one hundredth anniversary of his birth, the celebration to occur on April 22, 2005, and the Senate expresses its most profound good wishes for a successful celebration.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mayor Scott Marshall, 110 Kendall Street, Post Office Box 125, Guthrie, Kentucky 42234.
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