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A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to civic literacy and engagement.

WHEREAS, civic literacy and engagement endeavors to encourage citizens, particularly young adults, to be thoughtful, active and productive members of their communities and the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, good citizenship encompasses an understanding and knowledge of government and the democratic principles and ideals associated with representative democracy; and 

WHEREAS, the office of the Secretary of State along with the Kentucky Department of Education and the Administrative Office of the Courts in conjunction with the Northern Kentucky University Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement conducted the inaugural "Kentucky Summit on Civic Literacy" in October 2004; and

WHEREAS, this summit was to involve a wide cross-section of Kentuckians with the goal of determining a strategy for enhancing long-term civic engagement and literacy within the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The office of the Secretary of State, with the assistance of the Department of Education and the Administrative Office of the Courts, is urged to continue holding a Summit for Civic Literacy at Northern Kentucky University with the goal of determining a strategy for enhancing long-term civic engagement and literacy within the Commonwealth, and recommending a plan for improving civic engagement and literacy before the Kentucky General Assembly.

Section 2.   The work group on the Kentucky Summit for Civic Literacy is urged to work closely with the Kentucky General Assembly to gain its support to further civic literacy efforts in Kentucky by allocating funds for civic literacy initiatives to support annual or biennial follow-ups to the Summit as well as new and expanded efforts to promote civic literacy and engagement throughout the Commonwealth.

Section 3.   The Secretary of State and members of the Kentucky Work Group on Civic Literacy and Engagement should assist Kentucky's P-16 schools and individual teachers in promoting civic literacy and civic engagement in their classes and other school-based programs in some or all of the following ways:

(1)
Encourage all state colleges and universities to join with Northern Kentucky University and its Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement in actively participating in efforts to enhance civic literacy and civic engagement at all educational levels, P-16. 

(2)
Work with public and private colleges and universities and with professional education groups, as funding becomes available, to facilitate courses and seminars that will train P-12 educators and provide them with both content knowledge and instructional methods that encourage civic literacy and civic engagement among their students. 

(3)
Expand the current Summit on Civic Literacy Web site into a more fully developed resource of civics and civic education for Kentucky educators and enhancing it with on-line forum capabilities for teachers to share ideas; and 

(4)
Partner with schools, education groups, and community organizations to host civic literacy and civic engagement workshops specifically tailored to meet the needs of middle school and high school students across the state, an opportunity that was requested by high school students attending the 2004 Summit.

(5)
Examine Kentucky's P-12 curriculum content and assessment standards for government and civics.

Section 4.   The Secretary of State and the Work Group on Civic Literacy and Engagement is urged to engage a wider range of Kentuckians in assessing and addressing concerns about civic literacy and civic engagement through some or all of the following activities:

(1)
Conduct regional forums and focus groups in various locations around the state to discuss civic literacy and civic engagement and identify appropriate ways of promoting them at the local level. 

(2)
Explore the possibility of securing foundation grants or private, corporate funding to support future civic literacy initiatives in Kentucky. 

(3)
Build upon the research gathered for the 2004 Summit by conducting a statewide survey to more accurately gauge the current, baseline level of civic literacy and civic engagement among Kentuckians and by developing a Kentucky Civic Literacy Index that combines statistics and other information from a variety of sources thereby allowing researchers to meaningfully track progress in raising Kentucky's levels of civic literacy and civic engagement in the coming years.

(4)
Explore the creation of a nonprofit organization to facilitate civic literacy and engagement activities and promote cooperation among the many groups working on these tasks.
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