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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Corporal Nicholas J. Dieruf.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Corporal Nicholas J. Dieruf, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Nicholas J. Dieruf was born May 20, 1982, a native of Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds April 8, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Nicholas "Nich" J. Dieruf was the loving son of Charles Raffo Dieruf, Jr. and Barbara Marie Greer Dieruf; he was the devoted husband of Emily Duncan Dieruf; he was the caring brother of Charles Dieruf III of Hebron, Matthew Dieruf of Lompoc, California, and Paul Dieruf of Lexington; and he also leaves behind proud grandparents, Charles and Fran Dieruf, Sr. of Frankfort and Anthony and Virginia Greer of Lexington, and many other loving family members; and

WHEREAS, Nich J. Dieruf graduated from Paul Lawrence Dunbar High School in 2000 where he was actively involved; he ran cross country and was a member of numerous clubs and organizations; and

WHEREAS, Nich J. Dieruf enlisted in the Marines following high school in October 2000; he was assigned to the 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force based at Camp Pendleton, California; and

WHEREAS, Corporal Nich J. Dieruf was first deployed to Iraq in early 2003, bravely supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom, where his division was the first to enter Baghdad in April 2003; he returned to Camp Pendleton in the summer of 2003; he was married on January 3, 2004, in Lexington before being deployed for a second tour in Iraq in February; and

WHEREAS, on April 8, 2004, the life of Corporal Nich J. Dieruf ended prematurely while he was working as a gunner on an armored vehicle in Al Anbar Province, Iraq, when an explosion occurred during enemy action; and

WHEREAS, Corporal Nich J. Dieruf served his country with honor and distinction; he was fearlessly committed to God, his country, and its mission; and he was buried with full military honors; during his service, he was awarded the United States Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal, the United States Navy/Marine Corps Achievement Medal with Combat "V," the Combat Action Ribbon, and the National Defense Service Medal; and

WHEREAS, Nich Dieruf was an extremely likeable and cheerful young man who had a very bright future before him; he had many interests including sports, outdoor activities, and amateur photography; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Corporal Nich J. Dieruf and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Corporal Nich J. Dieruf has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Corporal Nicholas J. Dieruf and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Corporal Nicholas J. Dieruf.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the wife of Corporal Nicholas J. Dieruf, Mrs. Emily Duncan Dieruf, 2394 Stonewood Lane, Lexington, Kentucky 40509; to the mother of Corporal Nicholas J. Dieruf, Ms. Barbara Dieruf, 1085 Scotts Ferry Road, Versailles, Kentucky 40383; and to the father of Corporal Nicholas J. Dieruf, Mr. Charles Dieruf, Jr., 508 Southpoint Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40501.
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