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A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to organ and tissue donation.

WHEREAS, Kentucky was the first state in the nation to create a $1.00 voluntary contribution with driver's licenses to promote organ and tissue donation, and the program has raised over $3.5 million since its inception in 1993; and

WHEREAS, since 1993, the number of organs donated has increased by 62 percent; and

WHEREAS, despite the increase in donations, more than 83,000 people, including over 700 Kentuckians, are waiting for life-saving transplants; and

WHEREAS, a statewide electronic registry of organ and tissue donors would provide greater opportunity for donors to make their wishes known, would provide assurance to family members of the donor's wishes, and would provide timely access to information critical for health care providers; and

WHEREAS, 31 states have established organ and tissue donor registries and seven additional states are in the process of establishing registries; and

WHEREAS, the development of an organ and tissue donor registry in Kentucky requires the collaboration of several state agencies, health care providers, and representatives of transplant hospitals, organ procurement organizations, and advocates; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services shall establish a short-term work group that shall develop legislative and policy recommendations regarding the establishment of an organ and tissue donor registry in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The work group shall be composed of the following:

(1)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services or designee, who shall serve as chairperson;

(2)
One senator appointed by the President of the Senate and one representative appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(3)
One representative from each federally certified organ procurement organization that operates in Kentucky;

(4)
One representative from each transplant center in Kentucky;

(5)
The executive director of the Trust for Life;

(6)
The president of the Kentucky Circuit Court Clerks Trust for Life;

(7)
One representative from the Kentucky Lions Eye Foundation;

(8)
One representative from the Kentucky Hospital Association; and

(9)
One representative from the Department of Vehicle Regulation of the Transportation Cabinet.

Section 3.
The work group shall develop recommendations for legislation, administrative regulation, and program implementation. The work group shall submit a report to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission by November 30, 2005, and shall cease to exist on that date. The work group shall review and comment upon the following:

(1)
Other states' systems of organ and tissue donor registries;

(2)
The type of information system required to manage a statewide database and related issues, including but not limited to where the database should be housed, access to the database, maintenance, and security issues;

(3)
Estimated costs, including but not limited to start up expenses, annual expenses, ongoing maintenance, public awareness efforts, and other costs relating to the implementation and operation of a statewide donor registry, and suggested sources of funding; and

(4)
Program and operational issues, including but not limited to roles and responsibilities of stakeholders, confirmation processes when a name is placed on the registry, an ongoing advisory board, opportunities for contracting for services relating to a statewide registry, and other issues or recommendations determined by the work group.
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