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AN ACT relating to truancy.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 159.150 is amended to read as follows:


(1)
Any child who has been absent from school without valid excuse for three (3) or more days, or tardy without valid excuse on three (3) or more days, is a truant. Any child who has been reported as a truant three (3) or more times is an habitual truant. Being absent for less than half of a school day shall be regarded as being tardy. A local board of education may adopt reasonable policies that:

(a)[(1)]
Require students to comply with compulsory attendance laws;

(b)[(2)]
Require truants and habitual truants to make up unexcused absences; and

(c)[(3)]
Impose sanctions for noncompliance.

(2)
Upon the approval of the board of education, the director of pupil personnel may enter into an agreement with law enforcement officials to investigate cases of nonattendance and take into custody any child of compulsory school age or one suspected of being of that age who is not on school property during school hours. The agreement shall authorize law enforcement officials to transport the child to a facility operated by the board of education and supervised by sufficient qualified staff to provide services consistent with the needs of the child. The facility shall be located within reasonable proximity to the child's residential community. The duration of custody and placement in the facility shall comply with the time limit prescribed in KRS 600.020(59). 

(3)
The agreement shall establish procedures for:
(a)
Notifying the parent or guardian, or other person exercising custodial control or supervision of the child, and appropriate school officials;
(b)
Verifying the status of the child; 

(c)
Release of the child to a parent or guardian, or other person exercising custodial control or supervision of the child;

(d)
Providing counseling and advice on school attendance; and

(e)
Approving a placement facility by the board of education, the law enforcement agency, and the juvenile session of the District Court of the county.

Section 2.   KRS 610.255 is amended to read as follows:

The peace officer may divert the child from the formal court process and take the child to a court-approved center offering voluntary services to children and release the child without formal charges being filed, if:

(1)
The offense the child has allegedly committed under the provisions of KRS 610.010(1)(a) is not a felony offense;

(2)
The peace officer has received the permission of the parent, school personnel, or other responsible adult; and

(3)
The peace officer has followed guidelines that[which] the court has established for the[such] release.

Section 3.   KRS 630.030 is amended to read as follows:

Under the provisions of this chapter a child may be taken into custody by any peace officer:

(1)
Pursuant to an order of the court for failure to appear before the court for a previous status offense;[ or]
(2)
If there are reasonable grounds to believe that the child has been an habitual runaway from his or her parent or person exercising custodial control or supervision of the child; or
(3)
If there are reasonable grounds to believe that the child has not subjected himself or herself to the reasonable control of school personnel or the child is a truant under Section 1 of this Act and KRS 600.020.

Page 1 of 2
BR169800.100-1698



