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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to planning units
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Rep. Jim Wayne

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local Planning Commissions

Requirement:
X
Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

BR 194 amends KRS 100.117 to require local independent planning units coexisting with a local joint planning unit, to merge with the joint planning unit or cease operating. It also requires that any independent planning unit operating at the time of the creation of a joint planning unit must merge with the joint planning unit or cease operating. The measure requires notices be sent to planning units before a joint planning unit is created and that ordinances must be passed by all affected legislative bodies integrating an independent planning unit with a joint planning unit.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 194 on local governments is expected to be minimal to moderate. BR 194 designates that any independent planning unit currently coexisting with a joint planning unit must dissolve and join with the joint planning unit within one year of the passage BR 194 or cease operating. The measure requires local governments with independent planning units in operation that decide to create a joint planning unit to notify the independent planning units of the decision. The measure also requires all local legislative bodies involved in the integration of an independent planning unit with a joint planning unit to pass the appropriate ordinances effectuating the change.

Eleven independent planning units have been identified that would be required to dissolve and merge with an existing joint planning unit or cease operating. Local planning commissions are supported administratively by funds from their local governments. Planning commission citizen members may also be compensated by the local government. Of the independent planning commissions currently affected by BR 194, seven compensate their commission citizen members. The average rate is approximately $66 for the chairperson and $54 for commission members per meeting.

The local governments affected by BR 194 would no longer have to provide funds for the independent planning commissions and would therefore save on both administrative and personnel costs. If the independent planning unit merged with the joint planning unit, administrative and personnel costs to support the joint planning commission would be apportioned among the members of the joint operation. The would be some administrative expense associated with the notification of independent planning units when a joint planning unit was being created. The requirement that ordinances be passed by all local legislative bodies involved in the integration of an independent planning unit with a joint planning unit would also result in some administrative costs for local governments.

There are currently only 11 local governments with independent planning commission affected by BR 194, although more may be affected in the future. The savings for those local governments would include both administrative and personnel costs, however, there may be some expense apportioned to them if they choose to become a member of the joint planning commission. Overtime, the fiscal impact of BR 194 on local governments is expected to be minimal to moderate.
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