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A RESOLUTION honoring Commissioner Tom Bennett upon his retirement from the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources.

WHEREAS, Tom Bennett has given 31 years of service to Kentucky government, commencing first as a metro parks commissioner for the county governments of Richmond and Louisville, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Tom Bennett then served in various cabinets and agencies in the executive branch, including the Transportation Cabinet, the Department for Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, and the Department for Natural Resources in the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet, and the Governor's Cabinet under Governor Brereton Jones; and

WHEREAS, Tom Bennett joined the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources in 1993 succeeding Don McCormick and then devoted over 11 years of service to the development and promotion of Kentucky's outdoor resources and outdoor heritage; and 

WHEREAS, under the leadership of Commissioner Bennett, Kentucky's Fish and Wildlife Commission has sustained a record of unbroken accomplishments that has raised the prestige and significance of Kentucky's outdoor resources to the public; and

WHEREAS, some of those accomplishments include the construction of the James C. Salato Wildlife Education Center, which showcases Kentucky's wildlife, plant life, and natural ecology; restoring elk, bear, and peregrine falcons; automating hunting and fishing licenses; and acquiring approximately $23 million dollars' worth of land at a cost of only approximately $1.5 million dollars; and

WHEREAS, Commissioner Bennett understood the importance of "legacy" in sustaining Kentucky's natural resources and Kentucky's outdoor heritage and reached out to incorporate diverse constituencies like the elderly, the disabled, children, and women; and

WHEREAS, one of the most important accomplishments for Commissioner Bennett has been incorporating Kentucky's youth, and to that end the department offered Kentucky Afield for Kids, a conservation and outdoor education program for schools that combines playing with learning and, as a result, thousands of enthusiastic children across Kentucky have learned the signs of good water quality in Kentucky's streams, how the elk and the bear have been restored to Kentucky, and how to succeed at nontraditional sports like Olympic-style archery; and

WHEREAS, according to Commissioner Bennett, the decision to retire was one of the hardest decisions he has had to make, and the patrons of the Commonwealth's outdoor resources know that the significance of Commissioner Bennett's public contributions cannot be measured simply in terms of dollars; he will be missed;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky expresses its deep gratitude for the years of public service given by Commissioner Bennett.

Section 2.   A copy of this Resolution shall be sent to Commissioner Tom Bennett, Arnold L. Mitchell Building, Number 1 Game Farm Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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