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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION petitioning the United States Congress to propose an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, for submission to the several States, to recognize marriage as the union of a man and a woman.

WHEREAS, the union of man and woman in marriage has been recognized as the foundation of society since the beginning of time; and

WHEREAS, the union of man and woman in marriage is both a solemn civil and religious ceremony that marks the creation of a new common interest and goal, the merger of two sentinent beings into one, and the beginning of a unique lifelong bond; and

WHEREAS, the founders of our country decreed marriage between a man and a woman to be "the highest and most blessed of relationships"; and

WHEREAS, the union of man and woman in marriage creates a relationship that carries with it special rights, privileges, and obligations under law; and

WHEREAS, the recent United States Supreme Court decision in Lawrence v. Texas may undermine the foundation of marriage as the fundamental union between a man and a woman; and

WHEREAS, House Joint Resolution 56 of the 108th Congress (First Session) proposes an amendment to the Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, under Article V of the Constitution of the United States, amendments to said Constitution may be proposed by the United States Congress whenever two-thirds of both chambers deem it necessary;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky hereby petitions the United States Congress to propose an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, for submission to the several States for ratification, to recognize the sacrament of marriage as the union of a man and a woman.

Section 2.   The text of the proposed amendment to the Constitution of the United States should read substantially as follows:

"Marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. Neither this Constitution or the constitution of any State, nor state or federal law, shall be construed to require that marital status or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon unmarried couples or groups."

Section 3.   Certified copies of this concurrent resolution shall be transmitted by the Secretary of State to the Administrator of General Services of the United States, to the President of the United States Senate, to the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States, to each member of the Commonwealth's delegation to the Congress of the United States, and to the presiding officer of each house of each state legislature of the several States.
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