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AN ACT relating to indoor air quality and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 198B.658 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The board shall issue a master heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor's license to any person who:

(a)
Is at least eighteen (18) years of age;

(b)
Has been regularly and principally employed or engaged in the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning trades as a journeyman heating, ventilation, and air conditioning mechanic for not less than two (2) years, under the direction and supervision of a master heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor; and

(c)
Has passed an examination prescribed by the board to determine competency to practice heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contracting.

(2)
The board shall issue a journeyman heating, ventilation, and air conditioning mechanic's license to any person who:

(a)
Is at least eighteen (18) years of age;

(b)
Has been regularly and principally employed or engaged in the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning trades for not less than two (2) years, under the direction and supervision of a master heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor, or who prior to July 1, 1995, under the direction and supervision of a person who qualifies under KRS 198B.662; and

(c)
Has passed an examination prescribed by the board to determine competency to install, maintain, and repair heating and cooling systems, heating and cooling service, burner service, and hydronic systems.

(3)
The board shall issue an apprentice heating, ventilation, and air conditioning mechanic's certificate to any person who is registered with the board.

(a)
The board shall establish by administrative regulation the minimum number of hours of experience required by apprentices and shall maintain an apprentice register to credit an apprentice for hours worked under the supervision of a master heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor and journeyman heating, ventilation, and air conditioning mechanic. Experience gained under the supervision of a Kentucky licensed master heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor while registered as an apprentice with the Kentucky Labor Cabinet, Division of Employment Standards, Apprenticeship and Training in cooperation with the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training shall be accepted toward the two (2) year experience requirement for a journeyman heating, ventilation, and air conditioning mechanic license.

(b)
The apprentice register shall include the name, address, Social Security number, employer, and dates of employment of the apprentice.

(c)
The apprentice shall notify the board in writing of any change in address or employer.

(d)
Apprentices and pre-apprentices shall not be required to pay fees for a certificate of registration or a registration renewal fee.

(4)
The satisfactory completion of one (1) academic year of a board-approved curriculum or one (1) year of professional training in heating, ventilation, and air conditioning work may be considered as equivalent to one (1) year of employment required by subsection (2)(b) of this section, not to exceed one (1) year.

(5)
The satisfactory completion of one (1) academic year of teaching experience in a board-approved or state-approved technical education program in heating, ventilation, and air conditioning shall be considered as equivalent to one (1) year of employment, as required by subsection (1)(b) or (2)(b) of this section. No more than one (1) year of approved teaching experience may be used in meeting the requirements of subsection (1)(b) or (2)(b) of this section.

(6)
The board shall require appropriate education about prevention, detection, and remediation of toxic mold and other indoor environmental toxins prior to any licensure, relicensure, certification, or recertification under KRS 198B.650 to 198B.689.
Section 2.   KRS 198B.090 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
On or before July 1, 1983, the department shall create and administer a certification program with sufficient testing procedures to certify the following professional classifications:

(a)
Building inspector;

(b)
Plans and specifications inspector; and

(c)
Plumbing inspector.

(2)
The testing procedures shall be sufficient to reflect the ability of the person applying for certification to inspect in accordance with those local, state, and federal building codes, fire codes, plumbing codes, or health and safety codes, that are applicable to the inspection duties for which he requests certification.

(3)
The department shall conduct or sponsor preentry and in-service education and training programs on the technical, legal, and administrative aspects of building code administration and enforcement. For this purpose it may cooperate and contract with educational institutions, area development districts, local, regional, state or national building officials' organizations, and any other appropriate organization.

(4)
On or before July 1, 1983, the department shall create and administer an educational program designed to prepare building officials, code enforcement officers and other persons interested in obtaining from the department a certification as a building inspector, plans and specifications inspector, or plumbing inspector. The program shall be so designed as to insure uniform statewide enforcement of the applicable state building and plumbing codes. Training material coverage shall be adequate to prepare the participants with a working knowledge of construction design, specification terms, and the state building codes applicable to the particular field in which the applicant requests certification.

(5)
Plumbing inspectors who are in compliance with KRS 318.090 as state inspectors and KRS 318.140 as city-county inspectors, shall be considered in accordance with subsections (1)(c) and (2) of this section and shall not be required to be retested by the Department of Housing prior to consideration for certification as a plumbing inspector. The Department of Housing shall review the plumbing inspector's qualifications and credentials for compliance with KRS 318.090 or 318.140 prior to issuing a certification to the inspector's certificate applicant.

(6)
Attendance at the training sessions shall not be mandatory prior to testing for certification if the applicant's previous education or experience qualifies the applicant to obtain a passing score on the required certification test.

(7)
Training sessions shall be held as frequently as is felt necessary by the commissioner to adequately provide for local and state building inspection needs.

(8)
The department's plans and specifications review staff and the field inspection staff shall attend the training and become certified in accordance with the provisions of this section.

(9)
All building inspectors, plans and specification inspectors, and plumbing inspectors shall be certified or enrolled and actively pursuing department certification by October 1, 1983, or within ninety (90) days after employment as an inspector, whichever comes later.

(10)
The board shall establish a schedule of fees to cover the cost of the education, testing, and certification programs to be paid by the applicants for certification. The fees shall not exceed the actual cost of the services performed by the department to administer the programs listed in this section.

(11)
The department may reimburse building officials, code enforcement officers and other employees of the state and its subdivisions for related expenses incurred by them for attendance at in-service training programs approved by the department.

(12)
The Department of Housing, Buildings, and Construction shall require appropriate education about prevention, detection, and remediation of toxic mold and other indoor environmental toxins in any training curricula program conducted or sponsored under this section.

Section 3.   (1)
The Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate are directed to establish a twenty (20) member task force of the Legislative Research Commission on indoor air quality and to select two (2) co-chairs from among its members no later than thirty (30) days from the effective date of this Act. The task force shall initially meet no later than thirty (30) days after its co-chairs are selected, and shall report its recommendations as proposed legislation in accordance with subsection (2) of this section to the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare no later than December 1, 2004. The task force shall cease to exist upon the making of its report.

(2)
The task force shall review existing construction and building inspection standards, along with the educational requirements for persons engaged in professions related to those issues. The task force shall:

(a)
Study potential adverse health effects of exposure to indoor environmental toxins, including but not limited to molds, on the general public, including specific effects on special populations such as infants, children, pregnant women, the elderly, persons with allergies or other susceptible medical conditions, or other groups at the discretion of the task force;

(b)
Study potential standards and industry recommendations to prevent the incidence of environmental toxins in buildings, including but not limited to public buildings, private residences, apartments, and health care facilities, and to detect and correct the presence of environmental toxins;

(c)
Study the technological and economic feasibility of compliance with proposed permissible exposure limits for molds. This study shall include but not be limited to the costs of compliance upon tenants, landlords, homeowners, and other affected parties;

(d)
Study toxicological and other scientific evidence relating to indoor environmental toxins;

(e)
Consider voluntary disclosure and enforcement options as means of implementing quantifiable standards recommended by the task force; and

(f)
Report to the General Assembly, by December 1, 2004, with recommendations and proposed legislation.

(3)
The task force shall consist of the following members:

(a)
Three (3) members of the Senate, to be selected by the President of the Senate, and three (3) members of the House of Representatives, to be selected by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(b)
Two (2) members of the Kentucky Association of State Employees, one (1) each to be selected by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(c)
Two (2) members from the Kentucky Cabinet for Health Services, Department for Public Health, one (1) each to be selected by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(d)
Two (2) members from the Department for Housing, Buildings, and Construction, one (1) each to be selected by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(e)
Two (2) building inspectors employed by local governments, one (1) each to be selected by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(f)
Two (2) persons holding a master heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor's license, one (1) each to be selected by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(g)
Two (2) members from the Department of Facilities Management, Finance and Administration Cabinet, one (1) each to be selected by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(h)
Two (2) members from consumer groups with familiarity in issues involving the purchase of residential or commercial real estate one (1) each to be selected by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(4)
Except as provided in KRS 18A.200, members of the task force shall receive actual travel expenses while attending meetings.

(5)
The task force may employ consultants if approved by the Legislative Research Commission, request and hear testimony, and take other steps to ensure a thorough and reasonable study of the issue. The task force shall be staffed by the Legislative Research Commission.

(6)
Provisions of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.

Section 4.   Whereas environmental toxins, including but not limited to molds, represent a threat to the health of the citizens of the Commonwealth, an emergency is declared to exist, and Section 3 of this Act takes effect upon its passage and signature by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming law.
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