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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Juanita Blakey Vasser.

It is with the deepest respect and admiration that we pay homage and tribute to Juanita Blakey Vasser, and we pause in silent reverence for her eternal soul.

WHEREAS, Juanita Blakey Vasser was born on January 15, 1942, to the late Grandison and Lorraine I. Blakey of Louisville, Kentucky and into a loving family wherein she developed and refined personal qualities that others strive a lifetime to achieve, including discipline, intelligence, a love of life, resourcefulness, respect for others, and self-assurance; and

WHEREAS, Juanita Blakey Vasser possessed a thirst for education, matriculating elementary and secondary school in the Louisville Independent School District, graduating from Shawnee High School in 1960, receiving a Bachelor of Science degree from Knoxville College in 1964, and earning a Master of Science degree from Indiana University Southeast in 1969; and

WHEREAS, Juanita Blakey Vasser became a devout Christian at an early age, having accepted the teachings of Jesus Christ and becoming a member of the Hope Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky where she was active in various Presbyterian Community Centers and lived a life filled with celebration characterized by her legacy of service to others and dedication to her church; and

WHEREAS, Juanita Blakey Vasser became a member of Cascade United Methodist Church where she held numerous leadership positions, including Chairperson of the Trustee Board, the Administrative Board, the Staff Parish Relations Council, the Worship Committee, the Christian Education Committee, and the Higher Education Committee, among other church activities; and

WHEREAS, Juanita Blakey Vasser developed into an extraordinary spiritual leader to anyone with eyes to see or ears to hear, subsequently serving with the United Methodist Church's North Georgia Conference as a Lay Speaker and in the Friend-to-Friend Exchange Program with Glenn Memorial United Methodist Church; and 

WHEREAS, Juanita Blakey Vasser had an extraordinary teaching career in the former Louisville Public School System and in the Department of Defense Overseas Dependent Schools in Darmestadt, West Germany; she served as an administrator in the University of Louisville Upward Bound Program, distinguished herself in the area of business, sales, and communications with the IBM corporation, excelled as an independent business consultant, served as an administrator at Clark Atlanta University's Educational Opportunity Program, served as an underwriter with WCLK-FM, and served as Associate Director of Community Affairs with WCLK-FM; and 

WHEREAS, Juanita Blakey Vasser was the beloved sister of William A. "Buddy" Blakey, was a mentor and role model to many, and was a friend to all who knew her; and 

WHEREAS, Juanita Blakey Vasser traversed these earthly bounds on December 5, 2003, and her passing has left a void and irreparable emptiness in the hearts of her relatives, friends, acquaintances, and church family that will be difficult to fill; and 

WHEREAS, the passing of Juanita Blakey Vasser is mourned across the length and breath of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Juanita Blakey Vasser, and extends to her family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy and condolences.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of, and tribute to, Juanita Blakey Vasser.

Section 3.   The clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to William A. "Buddy" Blakey, Esquire at Dean Blakey & Moskowitz, 1101 Vermont Avenue, Suite 400, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.
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