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A RESOLUTION declaring April 19, 2004, as 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment Appreciation Day.

WHEREAS, on July 1, 1968, 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment was organized as the Medium and Heavy Lift Assault Support Helicopter Battalion of the 101st Airborne Division in Vietnam; in 1972, the unit returned to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, as the only CH-47 battalion in the United States Army; and

WHEREAS, the 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment was redesignated as the "Eagle Lift Battalion" in ceremonies at Fort Campbell on November 8, 1987; and

WHEREAS, the mission of 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment is to be ready for deployment within 36 hours and to plan, synchronize, and execute air assault and air sustainment operations as an integrated element of an air assault combined arms team; and

WHEREAS, the soldiers of the 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment always demonstrate excellence, adhering to the tenets of their mission without fail; since 2002, the unit's service has proven invaluable in achieving the United States' success in the war on terrorism; and

WHEREAS, during Vietnam, the unit flew over 45,000 hours, earning the Valorous Unit Award; in Desert Storm, the unit deployed to Southwest Asia taking part in the largest air assault ever conducted; and most recently in the global war on terrorism, the 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment has flown over 18,000 combat hours at times simultaneously supporting missions in both Afghanistan and Iraq; and

WHEREAS, during times of peace, the 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment has served outside the fields of battle to provide humanitarian and disaster relief aid including deployment during Hurricane Andrew, Hurricane Mitch, and also to Russellville, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment is a highly honored unit receiving eight unit decorations and numerous campaign credits; in its proud history, the battalion has served in many areas throughout the world including Central America, the Middle East, and Asia; and

WHEREAS, the over 800 soldiers of the 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment have answered the call of their country with the highest honor and distinction, making the "Eagle Lift Battalion" the premier heavy assault battalion in the United States Army;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body recognizes April 19, 2004, as 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment Appreciation Day in recognition of the unit's proud and distinguished military lineage. The Senate expresses its sincerest gratitude and appreciation for the heroic efforts and many successes of the 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment in the fight against terrorism in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Lieutenant Colonel Ralph M. Sliwicki, Commander, 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment, Building 7127 Apache Trail, Fort Campbell, Kentucky 42223.
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