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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to hardship driver's license

SPONSOR
Senator Johnny Ray Turner

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Attorneys/Local jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure allows a District Court to issue a person a hardship driver's license when violating general traffic laws have caused a person's driver's license to be suspended.  The license will be patterned after the provisions currently in place for a DUI hardship license.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 52 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be moderate.  If the measure is enacted, the administrative cost and time needed for compliance, will directly impact the county attorney's office.  Additionally, individuals who are convicted of violating provisions of the measure could be housed in the county jail.

A person who has had his driving privileges suspended for any traffic violation other than a violation of KRS Chapter 189A may, at any time following the completion of the suspension period of not less than ten days, petition the District Court for a hardship driver's license for the balance of time his regular license is scheduled to be suspended.  The court may grant the person a hardship driver's license if the court finds reasonable cause to believe the suspension would hinder the person's ability to continue employment, attend an educational or vocational institution, obtain necessary medical care, attend a driver improvement course, or to attend court ordered counseling.  The county attorney is required to review each petition to the District Court and may file an objection to its issuance.  Considerable administrative time for document reviews and personal interviews will be required of the county attorney to comply with this measure, if enacted.  

In regard to the criminal provisions of the measure, local governments would be expected to incur some expense.  Local governments would be responsible, at the local government's expense, for incarcerating persons charged as misdemeanants for up to a year, with an average cost of $33.91 per day.
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