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SUBJECT/TITLE
Monitoring Drug Dispensing

SPONSOR
Senator Dick Roeding

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Law enforcement agencies; courts; probation or parole offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

SB 14 GA retains the provisions of the original bill, except that in Section 1. SB 14 GA amends KRS 218A.202 (5) to provide that the cabinet shall establish acceptable error tolerance rates for data, and to provide that dispensers shall correct inaccurate data upon notification from the cabinet that errors exceed the determined error tolerance level.

SB 14 GA amends KRS 218A.202 to require any Kentucky practitioner or pharmacist and any dispenser licensed or permitted by the Board of Pharmacy, to report specified data about controlled substances to the Cabinet for Health Services.  This and corrected data is stored and made available through the All Schedule Prescription Electronic Reporting System (KASPER).

SB 14 GA expands the number of agencies permitted to receive data for specific purposes, to include:  The Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure, courts, and probation or parole officers administering a diversion or substance abuse program.  It permits the sharing of data among law enforcement officers engaged in a bona fide specific investigation involving a designated individual, and permits the Department for Medicaid Services to share data regarding over utilization by recipients with a licensure board.

Further, SB 14 GA allows the cabinet to limit the length of time that data remains in the electronic system, and requires the development of continuing education programs.  The Cabinet for Health Services is permitted to use the data for investigations, research, statistical analysis, and educational purposes, and to publish trends reports.  It creates a new section of KRS Chapter 218A to permit the secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services to share data with other states.  It requires an annual report to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission about the status of any reciprocal agreement; prohibits the unauthorized sharing of information about a Kentucky resident, practitioner, pharmacist, or prescriber; and amends KRS 315.0351 to provide that an out-of-state pharmacy that is granted a permit shall have a pharmacist in charge that is licensed in Kentucky.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

SB 14 GA does not change the fiscal impact on local government from the original bill.  The fiscal impact of SB 14 GA on local government is indeterminable, but could result in a moderate savings.  Currently under the KASPER system, law enforcement agencies are not allowed to share KASPER reports with other law enforcement agencies.  Each agency must make its own request to the Cabinet for Health Services.  By allowing sharing of data or reports between authorized law enforcement officers, local agencies involved in the investigation of a specific person could experience a savings in time and expense.  However, a minimal expense would be incurred to record the transaction, as the bill requires that both the person providing and the person receiving the report maintain a file on who received or provided the report and the date it was given or received. 

In Section 1 (6) (g), local judges, and probation or parole officers are also allowed to receive the KASPER report if it helps make decisions about court-ordered drug diversion or probation programs for a criminal defendant.  Again, this provision could save local government time and expense by providing helpful information that may better match diversion and probation programs with criminal defendants as it relates to substance abuse risk.
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