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A RESOLUTION urging that September 25th of each year be designated as Bicycle Safety Awareness Day.

It is with heavy hearts and deep sadness that we learn of the premature passing of Marshea Nicole Neace, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Marshea Nicole Neace was born on August 25, 1994 and she traversed these earthly bounds on September 25, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Marshea Nicole Neace was the loving daughter of Malcolm Neace Jr. and Gerthan Campbell Neace of Grapevine; she was the loving sister of a brother, Mark Neace of Grapevine; and she also leaves behind her paternal grandmother, Mahala Williams of Tennessee, and her maternal grandmother, Clarine Campbell of Hardburly, and a loving nephew, Mark A. Neace Jr.; and

WHEREAS, Marshea Nicole Neace was a third grade student in Mrs. Rachel Turner's class at Chavies Elementary School in Perry County, where she played on the Biddy League basketball team; she enjoyed nature, being outdoors, and bicycle riding; and

WHEREAS, Marshea's legislative representative visited her classroom to discuss the legislative process, and her teacher asked the children to write letters to him about important things they thought the legislature should be working on; and it was on the Monday following Marshea's tragic bicycle accident that Representative Brandon Smith received her letter on the importance of bicycle safety and wearing helmets; and

WHEREAS, in the aftermath of this tragic accident on September 25, 2003, we are reminded of the grief and suffering afflicted upon the family and friends of Marshea Nicole Neace, how precious she was to her loved ones, and how her loved ones have been denied the opportunity of witnessing her reach her full potential; and

WHEREAS, so that this tragic event can be remembered, not only as a tragic event, but can also be remembered as the day on which the Transportation Cabinet, Department of State Police, Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Education Cabinet, and other state and local agencies unite to promote bicycle safety;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Governor of the Commonwealth, in cooperation with the Transportation Cabinet, Department of State Police, Cabinet for Health and Family Services, the Education Cabinet, and other state and local agencies, is urged by the House of Representatives to establish September 25th of each year as Bicycle Safety Awareness Day in the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The aforementioned agencies are urged to plan and deliver bicycle safety programs, offer bicycle and bicycle safety helmet inspections, bicycle safety instruction, and programs to increase motorist awareness of bicyclists through the schools, youth groups, and public safety agencies of the Commonwealth.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Neace, 391 Noble Lane, Hazard, Kentucky 41701 so that they may know that their child's ultimate sacrifice was not in vain, but resulted in a special day to promote bicycle safety and reduce child deaths and injuries from bicycle accidents.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is also directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Governor Ernie Fletcher, State Capitol, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; to Secretary Maxwell Clay Bailey, Transportation Cabinet, Transportation Building, 200 Mero Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40622; to James W. Holsinger Jr., M. D., Secretary, Cabinet for Health and Family Services, 275 East Main, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; to Commissioner Mark L. Miller, Department of State Police, 919 Versailles Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and to Virginia Fox, Secretary, Education Cabinet, 300 West Broadway, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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