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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Historic Properties Advisory Commission to remove the Jefferson Davis statue from the Capitol Rotunda and move it to the Kentucky History Center where it can be displayed for its historical value and context in history.

WHEREAS, we recognize that Jefferson Davis has a significant role in history as a well accomplished veteran, politician, and statesman; and

WHEREAS, there is no question of his status as a historical figure serving as Secretary of War, representing Mississippi as senator, and leading the Confederacy as President; however, his belief in the rights expounded by the Confederacy to own slaves as property and in the inequality of races is in direct contrast to the views held by Kentuckians of today; and

WHEREAS, the basis for the formation of the Confederacy was exactly the opposite of those set forth as the principles entertained by many statesmen at the time the Constitution was written, that slavery was wrong in principle, socially, morally, and politically; and

WHEREAS, Jefferson Davis, even sixteen (16) years after the Civil War ended still expounded his separatist beliefs while addressing the Mississippi legislature saying, "The contest is not over, the strife is not ended. It has only entered upon a new and enlarged arena"; and

WHEREAS, the Confederacy and all icons associated with it including Jefferson Davis continue to be culturally polemic issues among many segments of the American population; and

WHEREAS, Abraham Lincoln as President of the U.S. and known as the "Great Emancipator," Henry Clay as a Kentucky Senator and engineer of the Missouri Compromise which postponed the Civil War, Dr. Ephraim McDowell as a renowned surgeon and "Father of the Ovariotomy," and Alben Barkley as the Vice President of the U.S. from Kentucky who took a traditionally obscure office and brought it to the forefront during his tenure, were great and accomplished Kentuckians who represent all Kentuckians and for whom all Kentuckians can be proud; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has a proud and distinguished heritage with many distinguished Kentuckians to memorialize; and

WHEREAS, at a time when the Commonwealth, the United States, and all Americans should embrace unity in the face of terrorist attacks, attacks on democracy, and attacks on freedom, the statue of Jefferson Davis symbolizes to many Americans a divisive time in U.S. history;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Recognizing that the statue of Jefferson Davis is of great historical value to the Commonwealth and that the mission of the Kentucky History Center is to preserve and protect the past for future generations, the state Historic Properties Advisory Commission shall relocate the statue of Jefferson Davis to the Kentucky History Center where it can be displayed for its historical value and context in history.

Section 2.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the Historic Properties Advisory Commission, Division of Historic Properties, Department for Facilities Management, Finance and Administration Cabinet, 700 Louisville Road, Berry Hill Mansion, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, and the Kentucky Historical Society, 100 West Broadway, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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