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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to study user fees charged by the state.

WHEREAS, a user fee is established to impose the cost of specific services on the individuals or businesses benefiting from those services; and

WHEREAS, a user fee should not generate excess revenues, but should be sufficient to cover the actual cost of the service; and

WHEREAS, an inadequate user fee may not cover the cost of processing the fee itself, which is inefficient and counter to the principles of good government;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to conduct a study of user fees imposed by state agencies. The study shall include a description of user fees imposed, an assessment of the adequacy of the fee to cover the cost of the service provided, and the cost of processing the user fee payments compared to the amount of the fee. The study shall include recommendations regarding minimum user fees for various types of services.

Section 2.   The Legislative Research Commission shall transmit the results of the study required by Section 1 of this Resolution to the appropriate committees prior to the 2005 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Section 3.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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