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SUBJECT/TITLE
Local Health Departments

SPONSOR
Representative Tom Burch

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Harm Reduction Act

Requirement:

Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

BR 249 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 217 to require the Cabinet for Health Services to implement a harm reduction program or needle exchange program in health departments.  It amends KRS 217.177 and 218A.500 to exempt penalties for participants of the harm reduction program and health department employees administering the harm reduction program.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

There is no direct fiscal impact of BR 249 on local government.  The bill mandates a state agency, the Cabinet for Health Services, to implement a harm reduction program.  While the state mandated program would operate in the local health departments, the health department district itself is not required to fund or implement the program.  The harm reduction program offers the public free sterile hypodermic syringes and needles in exchange for used syringes or needles, and requires the State Health Department to collect data and report findings to the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare.  In implementing the program, there would be costs related to office space, supplies, training, and staffing.  However, BR 249 does not require local governments or health department districts to bear that cost. 
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