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AN ACT relating to trauma care.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 211 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
(a)
Subject to available funds, the Office of Trauma Care is established by the Cabinet for Health Services. The office shall, at a minimum, consist of a state trauma director and a state trauma registrar, and may contract with outside entities to perform these functions.

(b)
A trauma system advisory committee shall make recommendations to the Office of Trauma Care for the implementation or continuation of the duties set forth in this section. The committee shall be appointed by the secretary for health services and shall be composed of representatives from the Department for Public Health, the Board of Medical Licensure, the Board of Nursing, the Board of Emergency Medical Services, the Kentucky Medical Association, the Kentucky Hospital Association, the Kentucky Nurses Association, the chair or vice-chair of the Kentucky Committee on Trauma of the American College of Surgeons, and emergency medical services providers. The committee shall meet at least quarterly.

(2)
The office, in consultation with the trauma system advisory committee, shall develop a trauma system that is capable of recognizing necessary emergency levels of care for the appropriate delivery of a full range of care to all injured persons in the Commonwealth. The system shall be integrated with the public health system for injury prevention.

(3)
The trauma system shall consist of the following components, subject to available funding:

(a)
Voluntary hospital trauma center verification for levels I, II, III, and IV, with the American College of Surgeons;

(b)
Prelicensure and precertification education and continuing education, as appropriate, about trauma care and procedures for emergency medical services personnel, physicians, and nurses;

(c)
Triage protocols for use by the Board of Emergency Medical Services and hospitals;

(d)
Quality assurance and peer review programs for the trauma system; and

(e)
Recognition of specialized needs of pediatric and geriatric patients.

(4)
The office shall investigate possible sources of funding to offset expenses incurred in carrying out its duties, to assist with expenses incurred by hospitals seeking verification by the American College of Surgeons, and to assist with expenses incurred by health care providers in obtaining education relating to the trauma system. Any funds received by the Office of Trauma Care shall be placed in a trust and agency account which shall not lapse.

(5)
The office shall report to the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare no later than December 1 of each year about the status of the development and implementation of the trauma system.
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