HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2004 REGULAR SESSION


Amend printed copy of HB 262/HCS

On page 1, line 4, by deleting "874,000" and inserting the following in lieu thereof: "eight hundred seventy-four thousand (874,000)"; and

On page 1, line 4, by deleting ", including blindness or", and inserting the following in lieu thereof: "and, of this number, approximately three hundred thousand (300,000) are blind or visually impaired or have"; and

On page 1, line 5, after "impairments" by deleting ","; and

On page 1, lines 17 through 24, by deleting all text within those lines and inserting the following in lieu thereof:

"(5)
This limitation can be overcome through the use of high-speed computer, radio, and telecommunications technology, combined with customized software, providing a practical cost-effective way to convert electronic text-based information into human or synthetic speech suitable for statewide distribution and accessible through radio, a touch-tone telephone, and modern telecommunications technology;
(6)
Radio, telecommunications, and voice-based information systems are cost-efficient information delivery systems for this state;"; and

On page 2, line 14, after "including", by inserting:

"but not limited to magazines, newsletters, schedules, announcements, and"; and

On page 2, line 15, after "computers", by inserting ", radios,"; and

On page 2, lines 22 through 27, by deleting all text within those lines and inserting the following in lieu thereof:

"(1)
The Accessible Electronic Information Service Program is created and shall be provided by a nonprofit entity or entities selected by the Department for the Blind through a state bidding process. The Department for the Blind shall administer funding to the nonprofit entity or entities for program services. The program shall include:

(a)
Intrastate access for eligible persons to read audio editions of newspapers, magazines, newsletters, schedules, announcements, and other information using a touch-tone telephone, radio, or other technologies that produce audio editions by use of computer; and"; and

On page 3, line 1, after "Internet", by inserting: ", or by mail, telephone, or any other method providing consumer access"; and

On page 3, lines 9 and 10, by deleting "priority shall be given to an entity" and inserting the following in lieu thereof:

"the Department of the Blind shall consider an entity or entities"; and
On page 3, line 13, after "entity", by inserting "or entities"; and

On page 3, line 13, by deleting "that administers" and inserting "participating in"; and

On page 3, line 19, after ";", by deleting "and"; and

On page 3, line 20, by deleting ".", and inserting "; and" in lieu thereof; and

On page 3, after line 20, by inserting the following:

"(e)
The types and number of program services for the blind or visually impaired that are currently being offered in Kentucky and are incorporated in the program."; and

On page 3, lines 21 through 25, by deleting all text within those lines and inserting the following in lieu thereof:

"(5)
The Department for the Blind shall review new technologies and current service programs in Kentucky for the blind and visually impaired that are available to expand audio communication if the department determines that these new technologies will expand access to consumers in a cost-efficient manner. The department may implement recommendations from the Department for the Blind State Rehabilitation Council for improving the program.

(6)
The Department for the Blind shall prepare an annual report by November 1 of each year that includes the complete report received by each participating nonprofit entity or entities, and any other recommendations of the department for the improvement of the program. This report shall be submitted to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission."; and

On page 4, lines 5 and 6, by deleting "entity administering the program" and inserting the following in lieu thereof: "Department for the Blind and the entity or entities participating in the program"; and

On page 4, line 13, by deleting "entity administering the program" and inserting the following in lieu thereof: "Department for the Blind".
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