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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

The purpose of HB 148/HCS is to set standards for the sale of certain food, beverage, and snack items in vending machines, and require school districts to appoint a food service director who will receive continuing training.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

HB 148/HCS creates new sections of KRS Chapter 158 to make General Assembly findings and declarations relating to obesity; defines "school day"; prohibits the sale at school, during the school day, of chewing gum, water ices, foods with more than 40% added sugar by weight, and other certain items with more than six grams of fat; establishes 2005-2006 school year as effective date for compliance; requires each school district to appoint a food service director and require credentialing; amends KRS 156.160 to establish penalties for failure to comply with school food sale prohibitions.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

There would be no fiscal impact from HB 148/HCS during FY 2004-2005.  The actual fiscal impact of HB 148/HCS in FY 2005-2006 is indeterminable due to the inability to predict what effect the proposed legislation would have on vending machine sales in local school districts.  Specific cost elements, to the extent they can be identified, are listed below.

Section 2.

Under HB 148/HCS, Section 2, schools shall not sell through vending machines chewing gum, water ices as defined in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, any food item that contains more than 40% added sugar by weight, or other items, except seeds or nuts, that contain more than 6 grams of fat per serving to students at any point during the school day.  These provisions become effective with 2005-2006 school year.
Currently, the Kentucky Department of Education has no relevant data as to whether this provision would impact vending machine sales at the individual school level.  Since vending machine sale proceeds help support school activity accounts, it seems reasonable that, if schools experienced a decline in vending machine sales, it may impact school activity account balances.

Section 3.

Under HB 148/HCS, Section 3, food service directors in local school districts are required to have school foodservice and nutrition specialist credential or at least the Level 2 certificate issued by the American School Food Service Association by July 30, 2007; or if hired after the effective date of this legislation, within three years of his or her appointment.  Additionally, school cafeteria managers are required to have at least two hours of continuing education.

Within the 176 school districts, there are approximately 15 individuals who possess the school foodservice and nutrition specialist credential and 18 individuals who have at least the Level 2 certificate issued by the American School Food Service Association.  Therefore, approximately 143 food service directors would be required to attain either of the credentials within the required time frame.

According to the Kentucky Department of Education, the two-hour continuing training requirement for school cafeteria managers may be achieved by attending informational sessions during the annual Kentucky School Food Service Association Conference, with minimal fiscal impact.
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