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AN ACT relating to child visitation services.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 403.150 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
All proceedings under this chapter are commenced in the manner provided by the Rules of Civil Procedure.

(2)
The verified petition in a proceeding for dissolution of marriage or legal separation shall allege the marriage is irretrievably broken and shall set forth:

(a)
The age, occupation, Social Security number, and residence of each party and his length of residence in this state. If domestic violence and abuse, as defined in KRS 403.720, is alleged by either party, the party filing the petition shall certify the existence and status of any domestic violence protective orders. The party filing the petition and alleging the abuse may substitute the party's attorney's address as the address of the party and any minor children;

(b)
The date of the marriage and the place at which it was registered;

(c)
That the parties are separated and the date on which the parties separated;

(d)
The names, ages, Social Security numbers, and addresses of any living infant children of the marriage, and whether the wife is pregnant;

(e)
Any arrangements as to custody, visitation, and support of the children and the maintenance of a spouse; and

(f)
The relief sought.

(3)
Either or both parties to the marriage may initiate the proceeding. The party initiating the proceeding shall pay a fee of twenty dollars ($20) total, and when both parties initiate the proceeding, each party shall pay ten dollars ($10) of the fee to the court clerk for disposition as provided in Section 3 of this Act. The court clerk may retain one dollar ($1) of the fee for administrative costs of fee collection and transfer as required by Section 3 of this Act. Fees under this section shall not apply to a party who is proceeding in forma pauperis under KRS 453.190.
(4)
If a proceeding is commenced by one of the parties, the other party must be served in the manner provided by the Rules of Civil Procedure and may file a verified response.

(5)
Previously existing defenses to divorce and legal separation, including but not limited to condonation, connivance, collusion, recrimination, insanity, and lapse of time, are abolished.

(6)
The court may join additional parties proper for the exercise of its authority to implement this chapter.

(7)
When the wife is pregnant at the time the petition is filed, the court may continue the case until the pregnancy is terminated.

Section 2.   KRS 403.320 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A parent not granted custody of the child is entitled to reasonable visitation rights unless the court finds, after a hearing, that visitation would endanger seriously the child's physical, mental, moral, or emotional health. Upon request of either party, the court shall issue orders which are specific as to the frequency, timing, duration, conditions, and method of scheduling visitation and which reflect the development age of the child.

(2)
If domestic violence and abuse, as defined in KRS 403.720, has been alleged, the court shall, after a hearing, determine the visitation arrangement, if any, which would not endanger seriously the child's or the custodial parent's physical, mental, or emotional health.

(3)
The court may modify an order granting or denying visitation rights whenever modification would serve the best interests of the child; but the court shall not restrict a parent's visitation rights unless it finds that the visitation would endanger seriously the child's physical, mental, moral, or emotional health.

(4)
If the court orders that child visitation occur in a supervised setting, the court shall order either or both parties or any combination thereof to pay any fees required by the entity that provides the supervision. The court shall exercise discretion in applying the provisions of this section to domestic violence actions under KRS 403.715 to 402.785.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 41 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The supervised child visitation fund is hereby created in the State Treasury.
(2)
The fund shall be a trust and agency fund and shall not lapse.
(3)
The fund shall consist of fees transferred to the fund from moneys collected by court clerks pursuant to subsection (3) of Section 1 of this Act and such other revenues as may, from time to time, be made available by the General Assembly.
(4)
Moneys in the fund may be spent only upon appropriation by the General Assembly and shall be used only for the purposes specified in this section and in any other act appropriating the funds.
(5)
Purposes for which the moneys in the fund shall be expended by the General Assembly include:
(a)
Financial support for agencies and organizations that provide supervised visitation services with priority given to agencies that provide visitation services through contractual arrangements with the Cabinet for Families and Children; and

(b)
Financial support for supervised visitation services provided directly by the Cabinet for Families and Children.

Section 4.   KRS 194B.070 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The cabinet is authorized to utilize and promote available or potential community resources for the delivery of services and shall, when it deems appropriate, contract for services with local, community, and private agencies when the services would not otherwise be available without cost. The cabinet and local, community, and private agencies operating on contract with the cabinet may charge for services rendered when this would be in accordance with applicable state law.

(2)
The cabinet shall:
(a)
Designate fifty percent (50%) of the funds in the supervised child visitation fund established under Section 3 of this Act to support community agencies that provide court-ordered supervised child visitation services with priority for agencies that provide court-ordered supervised child visitation services through contractual arrangements with the cabinet. Funds may be used for supervision services involving protection and safety issues and for visitation services that do not involve protection and safety issues; and
(b)
Designate fifty percent (50%) for cabinet expenses relating to supervised child visitation services provided directly by the cabinet.
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