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Subject:  
AN ACT relating to sentence credit for state prisoners.


Sponsor(s):   Sen. Tapp, Stivers
Introduction Date:2/6/03
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Rename inmate work program the Governmental Services Program; provide that an inmate participating in the Governmental Services Program receives half the established wages for such work, but is eligible to earn applicable sentence credit; add sexual offenders to those not eligible to be in the program; delete amendment of KRS 197.110; add subsection (10) to provide that state inmate labor shall not displace opportunities for other citizens in the areas of construction, building, or building maintenance.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The HCS remedies certain operational problems identified by the House, specifically, precluding state inmates housed in jails from working in skilled construction or building maintenance positions. 

The bill as proposed establishes a system whereby all eligible and participating state inmates shall earn prescribed time credits to be subtracted from their sentence.  In addition, these inmates shall receive a payment equal to one-half of the ordinary amount paid for permitted work. The work, as defined, must be community service-related or involved in the maintenance or operation of the prison or jail facility.  The bill provides that inmates engaged in defined work will earn a time credit that may be applied against their sentence.

It requires the Department to promulgate administrative regulations governing prisoners’ work, and establishes the type of prisoners who must be excluded from consideration of this work.  The proposed bill also establishes that an inmate’s violation of Department administrative regulations or other misconduct may result in a withdrawal of sentence credits. 

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The Department estimates, based upon the facts and assumptions noted above, that the net savings resulting from implementation of this bill as amended will be $2,167,900 in FY 04.  The savings are in two distinct areas:  1) the amount saved by paying a reduced rate for inmate labor to eligible offenders is calculated at $948,200 annually and 2) the portion related to a reduction in time served by application of the sentence credit is estimated at $1,291,700.  These savings are offset by additional Department administration costs of an estimated $72,000 per annum.  A spreadsheet detailing the methodology involved in these calculations is available upon request. 
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