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A RESOLUTION expressing House of Representatives support of the Paintsville Lake project.

WHEREAS, in times of increasing financial constraints, opportunities for capital investment are becoming more and more rare; and

WHEREAS, money for major improvements to the Kentucky State Park System is becoming increasingly scarce, and major improvements are difficult and very costly; and

WHEREAS, enhancing the tourism industry in Eastern Kentucky is a prospect of increasing economic development and growth within this region; and

WHEREAS, Paintsville Lake State Park attracts over 1,000,000 visitors each year, as estimated by the United States Corps of Engineers; and

WHEREAS, private investors and elected officials from Johnson County are currently negotiating for the construction of a $33 million resort that would consist of a 106 room lodge, 50 to 60 cabins, a water park, and a trap and skeet shooting range; and

WHEREAS, such an investment could bring hundreds of jobs and a much needed boost to the economy of Eastern Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Congressmen Hal Rogers and Jim Bunning together have secured $1.9 million dollars for the construction of an additional and necessary road to benefit the area; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources has a lease agreement with the United States Corps of Engineers for 12,000 acres of land in the area, of which only 125 acres currently used for hunting would be needed for the Paintsville Lake project; and

WHEREAS, the 125 acres are needed to develop the Paintsville Lake project and construct the resort, and the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources should be willing to modify the leasing arrangement for those 125 acres;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its full support for the Paintsville Lake State Park project with the knowledge that such a project will bring much needed development and capital to Eastern Kentucky that the citizens of the region, as well as tourists from all over the Commonwealth and its neighboring states, will be able to enjoy.

Section 2.   In expressing its support for this much-needed project, the House of Representatives does hereby implore the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources to take all steps necessary to modify its leasing arrangement and work toward an agreement so that the Paintsville Lake project may continue.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to each of the following: County Judge/Executive Roger T. Daniel, Johnson County Courthouse, P.O. Box 868, Paintsville, Kentucky 41240; Commissioner Tom Bennett, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, Arnold L. Mitchell Building, #1 Game Farm Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; Senator Jim Bunning, 502 Hart Senate Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; and Representative Hal Rogers, 2470 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington D.C. 20515.
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