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AN ACT relating to the protection of a person's right to petition government and to speak freely.

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 454 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Acts in furtherance of a person's right to petition government or to speak freely in connection with a public issue under the United States Constitution or the Kentucky Constitution which are not criminal and do not result in personal injury shall be immune from civil liability, and include:
(a)
Written or oral statements made before a legislative, executive, judicial, or other official body or made in connection with an issue pending before any of these bodies;
(b)
Written or oral statements made in a public place or forum made in connection with an issue of public interest; or
(c)
Any other conduct in furtherance of the exercise of the constitutional right of petition or the constitutional right of free speech made in connection with an issue of public interest. 
(2)
The immunity set out in this section may be asserted at any stage of a civil action until judgment. If the immunity is raised by motion, discovery in the civil action shall be stayed until the court rules upon the merits of the motion.

(3)
A person unsuccessfully asserting by motion the immunity set out in this section may file and pursue one (1) interlocutory appeal on the immunity issue. A court's failure to expeditiously rule upon an assertion by motion of the immunity shall be deemed an unsuccessful assertion of the immunity under this subsection.
(4)
Attorney's fees and costs shall be recoverable by a person successfully asserting the immunity set out in this section.
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