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AN ACT creating an Immigrant Driver's Licensing Task Force.

WHEREAS, there are public safety concerns over the number of undocumented foreign nationals without drivers' licenses currently driving on Kentucky's highways; and

WHEREAS, undocumented foreign nationals do not have Social Security numbers, drivers' licenses, or other documents which could be used in identifying those individuals; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that there are currently upwards of 100,000 undocumented foreign nationals in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, many undocumented foreign nationals possess skills essential to Kentucky employers in the health care, agriculture, computer, and equine industries, among others; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky employers are often unable to employ sufficient numbers of workers to fill these essential positions; and

WHEREAS, the issue of licenses for undocumented foreign nationals deserves study because of its impact on highway safety, national security, and the economy;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Immigrant Driver's Licensing Task Force is created to study the problems associated with undocumented foreign nationals driving without obtaining legal driver's licenses. The task force shall examine Transportation Cabinet procedures and the effect this issue has on national security, highway safety, and Kentucky employers.

Section 2.   The task force shall consist of seven members as follows:

(1)
Two members of the Kentucky Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2)
Two members of the Kentucky House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(3)
The director of the Division of Driver's Licensing within the Transportation Cabinet;

(4)
The Commissioner of Agriculture; and

(5)
One circuit clerk, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of five nominees submitted by the Circuit Clerks' Association.

Section 3.   A majority of members shall serve as a quorum. The President of the Senate shall appoint one of the Senate members to serve as co-chair of the task force and the Speaker of the House shall appoint one of the House members to serve as co-chair of the task force. The task force shall be staffed by Legislative Research Commission Staff.

Section 4.   The task force shall report its findings and legislative recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission no later than November 30, 2003.

Section 5.   Provisions of this Act to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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