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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Henry Ward.

With deepest respect, we pay homage and tribute to Henry Ward, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Henry Ward was born on June 20, 1909, a native of New Hope, McCracken County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on October 8, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Henry Ward was the loving son of the late Gustavus Adolphus and Beulah Jernigan Ward; he was the devoted husband of his late first wife, Gladys Lindsey Ward, and his late second wife, Elizabeth Beckley Ward; he was the loving father of a daughter, Patricia Ward Willis of Frankfort; two stepdaughters, Betty Beckley Maxson of Lexington and Jan Dudash of Canal Winchester, Ohio; and he was the proud grandfather of three grandchildren and six great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, after graduating from Paducah Tilghman High School in 1928, Henry Ward joined The Paducah Sun-Democrat as a dedicated reporter who was known for his crusading journalism; he was state representative for McCracken County during the 1934, '36, '38, '40, and '42 sessions of the Kentucky General Assembly where he was House majority leader in 1942, and he also represented McCracken County as state senator during the 1946 and 1948 sessions; from 1948 to 1955 he was state conservation commissioner, and was credited with building the state parks system into a tourist attraction, and starting development of the Kentucky Lake area; in 1960, he was appointed state highway commissioner, and during this time, he was credited with bringing competitive bidding to state road projects and developing a solid concept of planning, and removing state government of the injustice of patronage and favoritism; in 1968, he was named publisher of The Paducah Sun-Democrat; and in 1969, he was named president of the Kentucky Independent College Foundation, which coordinated the securing of grants and contributions to the then 14 non-tax supported colleges in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, in 1966, Henry Ward announced his candidacy for Governor of Kentucky, defeating former Governor A. B. "Happy" Chandler in the primary election for the Democratic nomination, but was defeated in the general election by Republican nominee Louie B. Nunn; and

WHEREAS, Henry Ward was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame in 1983; in 1990, he became the first person to be inducted into the Kentucky Transportation Hall of Fame, and in 1994, the Kentucky Senate renamed Interstate 24 in McCracken County for him; and

WHEREAS, when this honorable body reflects upon the contributions Henry Ward tirelessly gave to this great Commonwealth, we are reminded that ethics and integrity played a large part in his achievement as an outstanding journalist and as an honest and dedicated public servant; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Henry Ward has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Henry Ward, and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Henry Ward.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Ms. Patricia Ward Willis, 100 Foxley Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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