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A RESOLUTION declaring March 31, 1998, as Larnelle Harris Day in Kentucky and welcoming him to this chamber.

WHEREAS, Danville, Kentucky, native Larnelle Harris began his musical career as a child who sang his first solo in church at age nine; and

WHEREAS, while he was a student at Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green, Kentucky, Larnelle Harris studied classical music during the day and earned pocket money by playing drums for local Top 40 bands at night; and

WHEREAS, in a spiritually motivated and motivating career that has spanned almost three decades, Larnelle Harris has won eleven Dove Awards and five Grammy Awards for his gospel performances, and has had more than a dozen number one hits; and

WHEREAS, Larnelle Harris's song "Mighty Spirit" was featured on the nationally televised public service announcement for the Points of Light Foundation, and was performed by him for former President and Mrs. Bush at the White House in 1992; and

WHEREAS, Larnelle Harris has performed for hundreds of thousands of diverse people around the world in America, Korea, South Africa, and Russia; and

WHEREAS, as the featured singer, Larnelle Harris was the first gospel artist to perform at the Kremlin in Russia for a concert sponsored by the International Bible Society and Youth for Christ International, at which four million Russian New Testaments were distributed; and

WHEREAS, he has appeared on numerous television programs including "Live with Regis and Kathie Lee," "700 Club," "Good Morning South Africa," "Billy Graham Crusades," and "World Vision" television specials; and 

WHEREAS, Larnelle Harris has been the loving husband of "Mitzy" for over twenty-five years and is the devoted father of Larnelle, Jr. and Teresa; and

WHEREAS, his great talent, faith, and integrity have made Larnelle Harris an inspiration to Christians throughout the world; and

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate extends a gracious welcome to one of Kentucky's most accomplished and inspiring sons, Larnelle Harris.

Section 2.   The Senate salutes and applauds gospel artist and Kentucky native Larnelle Harris for his achievements and hereby declares March 31, 1998, Larnelle Harris Day in Kentucky.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Larnelle Harris, P.O. Box 19073, Louisville, Kentucky 40259.
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