UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/18/98
1998 REG. SESS.
98 RS BR 2747


A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of S. Rush Nicholson.

The most prominent glory of a country is in its great men - a nation's spirit and its success will depend on its willingness to learn from their example. In life we shall find many men that are great and some men that are good, but very few men that are both great and good.

WHEREAS, S. Rush Nicholson was born on February 14, 1913, a native of Fern Creek, Jefferson County, Kentucky, traversed these earthly bounds on September 23, 1997; and he was preceded in death by his first wife of forty-eight years, Sarah Cordelia Curry, and his granddaughter, Jennifer Carter; and

WHEREAS, S. Rush Nicholson was the devoted husband of the former Whitney Vance; he was the loving father of four sons: David L. Nicholson, S. Rush "Nicky" Nicholson, Jr., James C. Nicholson, and Vance Taylor; and two daughters: Cordelia N. "Dee" Carter, and Nancy P. Billington; and he was the proud grandfather of eighteen grandchildren and a great-grandchild; and

WHEREAS, S. Rush Nicholson attended Fern Creek High School where he was the school's first all-state football player; he earned his bachelor of arts degree from Centre College on an athletic scholarship; and he earned his law degree from Cumberland School of Law; and

WHEREAS, S. Rush Nicholson served his country with pride in the United States Army during World War II and was involved in the invasion of Normandy; and

WHEREAS S. Rush Nicholson practiced criminal defense law for 32 years; he was active in the Louisville, Kentucky, and the American Bar Associations; and he was very active in the formation and leadership of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, where he served on the association's board, and as its president in 1968-69; in 1969, he demonstrated his leadership abilities when he was elected Judge of the Jefferson Circuit Court, Criminal Division, and where he served until his retirement in 1983; during his tenure, he stood up for the causes he so steadfastly believed in, most notably the "Black Six" trial arising out of the 1969 Derby week riots in Louisville, winning acclaim from the police, defendants, black ministers, and citizens for diffusing a very volatile situation while going against public sentiment at the time; and

WHEREAS, in 1978, his son, James C. Nicholson, was elected as Judge of District Court; and together, they became the first father-son judges presiding over Circuit and District courts; and

WHEREAS, S. Rush Nicholson was active in helping to raise funds for the American Cancer Society through the "Jail or Bail Fundraiser," and he volunteered with the Lions Club and American Heart Association; he was a founding member of the Kentucky Academy of Justice; he helped establish the halfway house program for Dismas Charities; he was a member and past master of Buechel Lodge F&M No. 896, Scottish Rite and York Rite, and he was a member of Kosair Shrine Temple;  and

WHEREAS, S. Rush Nicholson was a dedicated member and former elder of Anchorage Presbyterian Church, and at the time of his passing, he was a devout member of St. Paul United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, when this honorable body reflects upon the memory of S. Rush Nicholson, it is with fond recollection that we remember him not only for his many judicial accomplishments and the friendships he made and sustained through the years, but also his compassion for and understanding of the common man, which he demonstrated daily throughout his life; and

WHEREAS, all who knew and admired S. Rush Nicholson will grieve over their loss, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body expresses its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of S. Rush Nicholson, and extends to his family its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of S. Rush Nicholson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Whitney Vance Nicholson, 509 Ridgewood Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40207.
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