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A RESOLUTION recognizing the 2003-2006 bicentennial of the historic Lewis and Clark Expedition.

WHEREAS, William Clark and Meriwether Lewis shared the leadership of the first overland expedition and exploration of the vast uncharted area of the Pacific Northwest; and

WHEREAS, nearly half of the Expedition members were associated with our Commonwealth, from co-commander William Clark to soldiers recruited along the Mississippi that had joined the army in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, this famous team came together on October 14, 1803, at the Falls of the Ohio, embarking on a three-year trek from the St. Louis area overland to the Pacific Ocean and back, an 8,000-mile journey; and

WHEREAS, they remained together until returning to Louisville in November, 1806; and

WHEREAS, the detailed journals of this expedition provided the nation with its first comprehensive description of this vast region, and contributed a priceless narrative of North American exploration while opening the way for westward expansion; and

WHEREAS, the Lewis and Clark Expedition still is recognized today as the most famous exploring venture in the history of the United States;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby recognizes the 2003-2006 bicentennial of the historic Lewis and Clark Expedition, and the Commonwealth of Kentucky's significant contribution to its success.

Section 2.   The Senate urges literary groups, historical societies, civil organizations, schools, universities and others to commemorate the historic Lewis and Clark Expedition.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable James J. Holmberg, Curator of Special Collections, the Filson Club Historical Society, 1310 South Third Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40208 and to the Honorable Jerry Abramson, Mayor, City of Louisville, 601 West Jefferson Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40202-2728.
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