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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a Task Force on Funding for Tourism Development.

WHEREAS, tourism creates jobs and revenue in every county in Kentucky and is the state's third largest industry, with an annual economic impact of $7.2 billion; and

WHEREAS, 144,000 Kentuckians are employed in the tourism industry, in such diversified businesses as hotels, motels, restaurants, car rental firms, groceries, antique stores, service stations, retail shops, airlines, museums, parks, and more; and

WHEREAS, tourism generates $660 million in taxes into the state treasury each year, helping to support other programs, such as education, highways and social services; and an additional $123 million in taxes is contributed to local governments through tourism each year; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is blessed with natural and man-made attractions that appeal to citizens and visitors alike, and the potential is great for increasing the state's share of the tourism market; and

WHEREAS, tourism expenditures in Kentucky have actually decreased, in spite of this potential, by 2.3% in 1996 after adjustment for inflation, due to a combination of factors, including increased competition from other states, both in new attractions and larger advertising and promotion budgets; and

WHEREAS, advertising and promoting Kentucky for tourism directly impacts tourism spending and resultant state and local tax revenues, and Kentucky's budgeted advertising dollars have not kept pace with surrounding states, and Kentucky is unable to adequately promote the state as a desirable tourism destination; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Tourism master Plan for Strategic Development, adopted in 1995, calls for research and study into tourism funding approaches, including an analysis of methods used by other states,

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to appoint a Task Force on Tourism Funding to study for the Commonwealth, the long-term funding needs and options for tourism in the 21st Century.

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of not more than 17 members and shall include four (4) members of the Kentucky House of Representatives, two (2) members of the Kentucky Senate, a representative of the Kentucky Tourism Development Cabinet, a representative of the Department of Travel, a representative of the Department of Parks, a representative of the Kentucky Revenue Cabinet, a representative of the Governor's Office of Policy and Management, a representative of the Kentucky Tourism Council, a representative of the Kentucky Association of Convention & Visitors Bureaus, a representative of the Kentucky Hotel Motel Association, a representative of the Kentucky Restaurant Association, a representative from the Department of Parks, and two (2) additional at-large members appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of tourism representatives as may be identified by the Tourism Development Cabinet and the Kentucky Tourism Council. Co-chairs, one senator and one representative, shall be appointed by the Legislative Research Commission and shall be selected from the legislative members of the task force.

Section 3.   The findings of the task force shall be presented to the Legislative Research Commission no later than October 1, 1999. Proposed legislation may be submitted to the 2000 Regular Session of the Kentucky General Assembly.

Section 4.   Staff services shall be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $30,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Legislative Research Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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