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AN ACT relating to special license plates.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person who is a veteran or a retired member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Public Health Service, or National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration with at least twenty (20) years service may apply for a special five (5) year license plate for either one (1) automobile or one (1) truck of one-half (1/2) or three-quarter (3/4) ton rating that is registered under the provisions of KRS 186.050(1) or (3)(a). The person shall apply to the county clerk in the county where he or she lives on a form prescribed by the Transportation Cabinet. The initial state fee for the special plate authorized pursuant to this section shall be twenty-five dollars ($25).

(2)
The license plate authorized under subsection (1) of this section shall be printed in the following manner:

(a)
The plate shall have a white background and with the word "Kentucky" printed in blue and centered at the top;

(b)
In the upper left-hand corner of the plate, the flag of the United States of America shall be printed and appear to be waving;

(c)
In the upper right-hand corner of the plate, the flag of the Commonwealth of Kentucky shall be printed and appear to be waving;

(d)
A replica of the seal of the branch of service the person served in, or retired from, shall be printed on a decal that shall be placed in the middle of the left-hand side of the plate, followed by any numeric coding the Transportation Cabinet deems necessary;

(e)
A decal strip with the words "Veteran" or "Retired" printed in red shall be centered on the bottom of the plate; and

(f)
The annual registration decal shall be placed in the lower right-hand corner of the plate.

(3)
The twenty-five dollar ($25) state fee authorized in subsection (1) of this section shall be used as follows:

(a)
Fifteen dollars ($15) shall be used by the Department of Veterans' Affairs exclusively for the purpose of constructing, renovating, and operating Kentucky state veterans' nursing homes pursuant to KRS 36.355. All money collected under this paragraph shall be forwarded by the county clerk to the Department of Veterans' Affairs on a quarterly basis.

(b)
Ten dollars ($10) shall be deposited into the state road fund.

(4)
The annual state registration renewal fee shall be twelve dollars ($12) and shall be deposited into the state road fund.

(5)
The Transportation Cabinet shall immediately begin printing the special plate authorized by this section upon receiving one thousand (1,000) requests, regardless of whether the revenue received from one thousand (1,000) requests will offset the cabinet's costs to prepare the plates.

(6)
Upon the sale, transfer, or lease of a vehicle licensed under subsection (1) of this section, the owner or lessee shall remove the special plate and return it and the vehicle's certificate of registration to the county clerk. The county clerk shall issue a regular license plate and certificate of registration upon payment of a twelve dollar ($12) state fee, which shall be deposited into the state road fund.

(7)
A person seeking a special plate authorized by this section for a vehicle provided for him or her in conjunction to an occupation shall conform to the requirements of KRS 186.050(14).

Section 2.   KRS 36.355 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
There shall be established and maintained in the Commonwealth of Kentucky state veterans' nursing homes to provide long-term care to veterans who are residents of Kentucky.

(2)
The Kentucky state veterans' nursing homes shall be attached to the Finance and Administration Cabinet. The Finance and Administration Cabinet may promulgate any administrative regulations necessary to operate the homes in compliance with applicable state and federal statutes and regulations.

(3)
The Department of Veterans' Affairs may seek federal and private funding for the construction or renovation, and operation of Kentucky state veterans' nursing homes.

(4)
The Department of Veterans' Affairs shall use all money received under Section 1 of this Act exclusively for the purpose of constructing, renovating, and operating Kentucky state veterans' nursing homes.
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