HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

1998 REGULAR SESSION

Amend printed copy of SENATE BILL 326/HCS

On page 2, after line 2 by adding the following:

"Section 2.   Whereas, the State of Kentucky has one of the greatest number of counties of any state in the nation, and the efficient operation and function of county government is essential to the economic health and well-being of the Commonwealth, the Interim Commission to Study County Government is established to study county government structure and function in Kentucky. During the 1998-1999 interim, the commission shall review the structure and function of all counties in Kentucky and issue a report on their status along with any legislative recommendations which may include a plan for the General Assembly to reduce, through consolidation in accordance with Sections 63 and 64 of the Constitution, the number of counties in Kentucky. If any plan is submitted which would call for the consolidation of any counties, it shall not require the elimination of the office of any popularly elected county official or school board member in office on the effective date of any such legislation, so long as that officer is continuously in the same office until the date of consolidation, or until the officer vacates his office, whichever shall occur first.

Section 3.   The commission shall be composed of twenty-five (26) members, chosen in the following manner:

(1)
Four (4) members of the General Assembly, two (2) to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and two (2) to be appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Economic Development or the secretary's designee;

(3)
The Attorney General or the Attorney General's designee;

(4)
The Auditor of Public Accounts or the Auditor's designee;

(5)
Six (6) elected county officials, four (4) of whom shall be appointed from a list of at least twelve (12) nominees submitted jointly by the Kentucky Association of Counties and the Kentucky County Judge/Executives Association;

(6)
Three (3) elected city officials, all of whom shall be appointed from a list of at least four (4) nominees submitted by the Kentucky League of Cities;

(7)
Two (2) judges of the Court of Justice, of which one shall be from a multicounty Circuit Court, and one shall be from a multicounty District Court, from a list of at least three (3) nominees submitted by the Chief Justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court;

(8)
One (1) person representing the area development districts submitted from a list of at least three (3) from the Kentucky Council of Area Development Districts;

(9)
One (1) county attorney, from a list of at least three (3) nominees submitted by the Attorney General;

(10)
One (1) county sheriff, from a list of at least three (3) nominees submitted by the Kentucky Sheriffs Association;

(11)
One (1) county clerk, from a list of at least three (3) nominees submitted by the County Clerks Association;

(12)
One (1) member from a list of at least three (3) superintendent nominees submitted by the Kentucky Association of School Superintendents; and

(13)
Three (3) citizens, one of whom is selected from a county with a population of less than ten thousand (10,000) citizens, one of whom is selected from a county with a population between ten thousand (10,000) and twenty thousand (20,000) citizens, and one of whom is selected from a county with a population greater than twenty thousand (20,000).

The Legislative Research Commission shall appoint the members to the commission on or before August 1, 1998.

Section 4.   (1)
The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall each designate a co-chair for the commission.

(2)
Nonlegislative members shall serve without pay, but shall be reimbursed for their reasonable and necessary expenses in connection with the performance of their duties. Legislative members of the commission shall receive their usual per diem as indicated in KRS 7.110(5) for the attendance of meetings, including reimbursement for their reasonable and necessary expenses in connection with the performance of their duties.

(3)
The full commission shall meet at times it deems necessary. The commission may hold public hearings from time to time on matters within its purview. Whenever appropriate, the commission may organize itself into task groups related to the subject matter under consideration and they may meet at times they deem necessary.

(4)
The commission shall provide a report with recommendations on the process of consolidating counties to the Legislative Research Commission by September 1, 1999. It is intended that the General Assembly review the report, and enact any legislation deemed necessary on the basis of the report. If the General Assembly determines that additional research is necessary, it may renew the commission from session to session until the final report is adopted and a plan for the consolidation of counties is enacted.

(5)
The members of the commission shall serve for two (2) year terms which the General Assembly may renew at succeeding regular sessions. Vacancies in the commission shall be filled by appointment in the same manner as the original appointment.

Section 5.   Staff services to be utilized in completing the work of the commission are estimated to cost $50,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Legislative Research Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Legislative Research Commission.".
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