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A RESOLUTION encouraging the Kentucky Congressional delegation to address inequities in mass transit funding.

WHEREAS, a portion of the federal fuel taxes collected in each state goes into a special mass transit account at the federal level, which is then distributed to the states to support mass transportation; and 

WHEREAS, Kentucky is a donor state for this program, with over $38,000,000 in federal fuel taxes collected in the state going into the mass transit account in fiscal year 1995, and only $16,800,000 being returned to Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky receives only $0.44 back for every dollar it contributes in federal fuel taxes; and

WHEREAS, in fiscal year 1995, a recipient state such as New York, which contributed over $97,000,000 to the Mass Transit Account in 1994, received over $964,000,000, a rate of return of $9.91 for every dollar contributed; and

WHEREAS, eighteen other states are in the same position as Kentucky in being a donor state to this program; and

WHEREAS, the following table, based on information from the American Public Transit Association, gives a detailed account of the inequities in this program by listing each states' contributions and receipts:

FY 1995 PAYMENTS INTO AND RECEIPTS

FROM THE HIGHWAY TRUST FUND - TRANSIT FUNDS

(Donor States are marked with an asterisk.)



RATE OF
AMOUNT 
AMOUNT


STATE
RETURN
PAID
RETURNED


Alabama*
0.38
44,542
16,920


Alaska
1.24
4,719
5,865


Arizona
1.87
36,589
68,543


Arkansas*
0.27
27,000
7,271


California
5.20
232,663
1,210,941


Colorado
1.25
30,048
37,535


Connecticut
3.09
23,554
72,736


Delaware
1.58
6,301
9,927


Dist of Columbia
31.31
2,958
92,625


Florida
1.56
113,348
176,814


Georgia
1.35
76,756
103,810


Hawaii
3.31
6,486
21,437


Idaho*
0.41
10,609
4,299


Illinois
4.58
88,662
406,223


Indiana*
0.86
58,064
50,223


Iowa
1.16
28,177
32,666


Kansas*
0.77
23,099
17,805


Kentucky*
0.44
38,568
16,789


Louisiana
1.23
36,095
44,315


Maine
3.82
11,347
43,382


Maryland
3.24
37,868
122,707


Massachusetts
5.42
41,719
226,060


Michigan
1.17
80,138
93,623


Minnesota
1.05
41,936
44,231


Mississippi*
0.18
26,660
4,815


Missouri
1.08
54,721
58,900


Montana*
0.43
9,237
4,004


Nebraska*
0.35
15,916
5,602


Nevada
1.92
13,839
26,638


New Hampshire*
0.45
9,186
4,115


New Jersey
8.93
61,758
551,372


New Mexico*
0.39
18,175
7,071


New York
9.91
97,400
964,791


North Carolina*
0.95
66,020
62,861


North Dakota*
0.43
7,090
3,026


Ohio
1.76
92,989
163,598


Oklahoma*
0.50
33,712
16,753


Oregon
6.20
27,001
167,385


Pennsylvania
6.05
89,238
539,890


Rhode Island
2.23
6,291
14,005


South Carolina*
0.33
37,249
12,473


South Dakota*
0.45
8,478
3,815


Tennessee
1.06
51,404
54,568


Texas
2.04
171,125
348,835


Utah
2.23
15,730
35,073


Vermont
1.38
5,760
7,942


Virginia*
0.79
59,309
46,627


Washington
1.22
45,678
55,701


West Virginia
1.09
16,249
17,679


Wisconsin
1.29
42,802
55,377


Wyoming*
0.26
7,799
2,021

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives, in an effort to correct the blatant inequities in funding the federal mass transit program, encourages Kentucky's congressional delegation to address the inequities and find a more fair system of distributing funds for mass transit during the forthcoming deliberations on this issue.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to the Honorable Paul Patton, Governor, The State Capitol, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; the Honorable Rodney E. Slater, Secretary, United States Department of Transportation, 400 Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20590; the Honorable Wendell H. Ford, 173A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; the Honorable Mitch McConnell, 361A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; the Honorable Ed Whitfield, 236 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; the Honorable Ron Lewis, 412 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; the Honorable Anne Northup, 1004 Longworth Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; the Honorable Jim Bunning, 2437 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; the Honorable Harold Rogers, 2468 Rayburn Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; and the Honorable Scotty Baesler, 113 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515.
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