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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION to create a Task Force on Information Technology.

WHEREAS, information technology is permitting governments, business, and commerce to migrate increasingly toward a paperless society in which information is created, stored, and communicated electronically;

WHEREAS, the appropriate use of information technology is essential to the effective and efficient operation of government, providing necessary services to the public and enhancing citizen access to government; and

WHEREAS, vigilance is required to ensure the security, quality, and integrity of governmental information; and

WHEREAS, the privacy of the citizens of the Commonwealth should not be sacrificed by the use of information technology; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the General Assembly keep abreast of the development of information technologies and their impact on both citizen and private enterprise constituents; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly must not only keep abreast of development of information technologies, it must also assume a leadership role in enacting legislation which will ensure that information technologies are utilized in ways that promote and protect the public interest;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   There is hereby established a Task Force on Information Technology as a subcommittee of the Legislative Research Commission to review current and emerging information technologies that impact both the public and private sectors, review associated issues and application of the technologies, keep the General Assembly informed regarding the technologies and their impact, and make recommendations to the General Assembly for needed legislation.

Section 2.   The membership shall consist of the following:

(1)
One (1) member of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(2)
One (1) member of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate;

(3)
The Chief Information Officer of the Commonwealth;

(4)
One (1) representative of the judicial branch appointed by the Chief Justice;

(5)
One (1) representative of the Department of Financial Institutions appointed by the Commissioner of the Department of Financial Institutions;

(6)
One (1) representative of the Finance and Administration Cabinet appointed by the Secretary of Finance and Administration;

(7)
One (1) representative of the Health Services Cabinet appointed by the Secretary of Health Services;

(8)
One (1) representative of the Department of Education appointed by the Commissioner of Education;

(9)
The Secretary of State or his designee;

(10)
One (1) representative of the American Bankers' Association appointed by the Legislative Research Commission;

(11)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky Hospital Association appointed by the Legislative Research Commission;

(12)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky Bar Association appointed by the Legislative Research Commission;

(13)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce appointed by the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 3.   The member of the Senate and the member of the House of Representatives shall serve as co-chairs. Members of the Task Force who are not otherwise public officials shall receive reimbursement for their actual and necessary expenses.

Section 4.   The duties and responsibilities of the Task Force shall include but not be limited to:

(1)
Examining current and emerging information technology, including electronic data and information processing, telecommunications, software and hardware technology, and the application of those technologies;

(2)
Researching the potential impact of information technology on public policy and commerce and determining areas that may need legislative attention;

(3)
Serving as a forum for private sector entities to present their concerns, perspectives, and suggestions for possible legislation to address their needs;

(4)
Reviewing legal aspects and issues relating to information technologies and their application;

(5)
Studying information security issues and requirements as they relate to electronic commerce and on-line state and local government;

(6)
Assisting the General Assembly in determining whether it is in the public interest to regulate specific areas of information technology;

(7)
Studying means to minimize the incidence of computer-related crimes;

(8)
Evaluating current and emerging technologies to ensure the privacy of the citizens of the Commonwealth; and

(9)
Conducting any other studies or evaluations the task force considers pertinent or necessary to effectuate its purpose.

Section 5.   No later than August 1, 1999, the Task Force on Information Technology shall report its findings and recommendations, including proposals for legislation, to the Legislative Research Commission for review by the Interim Joint Committee on State Government.

Section 6.   Staff services shall be provided by the staff of the Legislative Research Commission and are estimated to cost $30,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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