SENATE

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

1998 REGULAR SESSION

Amend printed copy of HOUSE BILL 53/SCS

On page 14, line 15, after "program", by inserting "to be known as the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System"; and

On page 15, line 16, after "work" by inserting ". After receiving the advice of the Writing Advisory Committee, the Kentucky Board of Education shall, by September 1 following the effective date of the Act, file a notice of intent to promulgate an administrative regulation which reduces the teacher and student time involved in preparing a writing portfolio. Time reduction strategies included in the administrative regulation may include, but are not limited to, limiting the time spent on a single portfolio entry, limiting the number of revisions, or collecting entries at different grade levels"; and

On page 16, line 21, after "to, the", by deleting "relationship", and inserting the following in lieu thereof:

"consistency of student results across multiple measures, the congruence of school scores with documented improvements in instructional practice and the school learning environment, and the potential for all scores to yield fair, consistent, and accurate student performance level and school accountability decisions. Validation activities shall take place in a timely manner and shall include a review of the accuracy of scores assigned to students and schools, as well as of the testing materials."; and

On page 16, by deleting lines 22 and 23 in their entirety; and

On page 16, line 24, by deleting "accountability system is accurate."; and

On page 22, line 24, after "Accountability,", by inserting "the Kentucky Board of Education may promulgate by administrative regulation in conformity with Sections 3 and 4 of this Act and KRS Chapter 13A, a system of district accountability that includes establishing a formula for accountability, goals for improvement over a two (2) year period, rewards for leadership in improving teaching and learning in the district, and consequences that address the problems and provide assistance when the district fails to achieve its goals set by the board.

(7)
After receiving the advice of the Office of Education Accountability; the School Curriculum, Assessment, and Accountability Council; and the National Technical Advisory Panel on Assessment and Accountability,"; and

On page 34, between lines 20 and 21, by inserting the following:

"SECTION 17.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Department of Education shall develop a plan for implementing the state assessment and accountability system created under Sections 11 and 12 of this Act and shall report quarterly to the Interim Joint Committee on Education on its progress in the following areas:
(1)
Establishing a consistent structure of test components, grade-level testing distribution, and test administration procedures;
(2)
Beginning a new cycle of equating procedures for which their adequacy and precision can be tested rigorously and conducting appropriate equating analyses to accommodate the new accountability system;

(3)
Publishing more complete and informative guides for interpreting school accountability index score changes that include information about the estimated error of the accountability index, as well as information about the connections between index score changes and estimated changes in student performance levels;

(4)
Reviewing school accountability classifications to assure their construct validity in all cases where they are applied;

(5)
Maintaining and strengthening the annual audit of portfolio scores in ways that serve to minimize the differences between teacher-produced scores and audit-generated scores;
(6)
Developing and implementing a validity research plan as required under Section 11 of this Act;

(7)
Establishing additional routine audits of key processes in the assessment and accountability program;

(8)
Maintaining and cataloging a library of technical documents related to the assessment and accountability program for internal and external review purposes. In addition, the department shall produce an annual technical report for audiences that include educators, testing coordinators, parents, and legislators; and
(9)
Maintaining a vigorous ongoing program of research and documentation of the effects of the assessment and accountability system on Kentucky schools."; and by renumbering the subsequent Sections; and

On page 35, line 23, after "(4)", by deleting line 23 through 27 in their entirety and inserting the following:

"All schools in which the proportion of successful students declined in the 1996-98 school years may request highly skilled education assistance for advisory purposes. No school employee shall be placed on probation based upon school classification. Parents of students attending a school which would have been classified "in crisis", based upon the school classification procedure in use prior to the effective date of the Act, may request to transfer their children to another school."; and

On page 36, after line 7 by inserting the following:

"(7)
The classification of schools as "in crisis" based on data obtained in Accountability Cycle 2, and Accountability Cycle 3 ending 1997-98 shall be void, and these schools shall be classified as "in decline.""
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