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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	State air transportation commission
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	Rep. Jim Wayne


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 City, county, urban-county airports


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Local governments would be required to get state approval for airport expansions or new construction costing in excess of $1 million, under the provisions of BR 893.  The legislation creates new sections of KRS Chapter 183 which would require the creation of a state air transportation commission.  No such commission currently exists.  Local government entities would be required to provide documentation outlining their evaluation of the airport project to the Transportation Cabinet.  Requests for approval of airport projects would be accompanied by a detailed needs assessment.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact of BR 893 is indeterminable.  Even though local airports do not submit their building plans the Transportation Cabinet as outlined in BR 893, they do apply to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), and to both the FAA and the state Division of Aeronautics if they are seeking funds to help defray airport building costs.  KRS 183.764 authorizes the state Transportation Cabinet to render financial assistance by grant or loan to airports in the state.  The financial assistance can be matched with federal aid, local or other funds available for airport purposes.  Jesse Sams, director of the state Division of Aeronautics, said most airport boards submit their expansion plans to the FAA and the division because they need the funding, which usually amounts to 90 percent federal, 5 percent state and 5 percent local.

Airports seeking to expand usually hire an engineer to design their project and then submit the plans along with application forms to the Division of Aeronautics.  Generally such projects as runway expansions, additional lighting or other attachments are eligible for federal and state funding, but projects such as additional hangars are not, according to Sams.  On the other hand, the state sometimes matches on a 50-50 basis local funding used to build hangars or terminal buildings.  

BR 893 would likely spur costs over and above those being borne already by local airport boards.  The needs assessment required by the legislation probably would mean additional costs.  The costs would vary by locale and the nature of the project.  Factors to be considered include personnel costs (e.g., additional time required) and administrative costs related to additional paperwork.  Engineering costs probably would increase.  And if local officials are required to appear before the Transportation Cabinet, the local government would incur travel expenses.
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