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Summary of Legislation:

	This bill amends KRS 441.055 to allow the Department of Corrections to promulgate minimum regulations concerning health and life safety as recommended by the Jail Standards Commission for those county jail that elect not to hold state prisoners.  In 1996 the Jail Standards Commission adopted Life Safety Standards at the request of small counties that do not house state prisoners.  There are currently 14 “Life Safety Jails” in Kentucky to which these regulations pertain.  These regulations, however, were found deficient by an LRC subcommittee which determined that the Department of Corrections lacked specific statutory authority to issue such regulations.  The current health and life safety regulations therefore will expire at the end of the current legislative session unless the specific authority is granted by this bill.  This bill amends the current statute and specifically authorizes the adoption of health and life safety standards by the Department of Corrections as recommended by the Jail Standards Commission.


Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):

	Unless the bill is passed the current health and life safety standards as adopted by the Department of Corrections upon recommendation of the Jail Standards Commission in 1996 relating to 14 “Life Safety Jails” will expire at the end of the current legislative session.  This lapse will put an end to the biannual inspections by the Department relative to the current health and life safety regulations of the 14 “Life Safety Jails”.  Passage of the bill will essentially authorize the current regulations and continue such inspections.  If this legislation is not passed, inspection authority of these 14 “Life Safety Jails” will revert to the Fire Marshall’s Office and local health departments resulting in a very minor budget savings to the Department of Corrections.


Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted):

	Passage of the bill will result in no fiscal impact to the Department as biannual inspections are being currently performed consistent with current health and life safety jail standards.  If the bill is not passed, inspection authority and responsibility will be transferred to the State Fire Marshall’s Office and the local health departments.
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