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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	County Public advocates and fees.


	SPONSOR
	Rep. Kathy Stein


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Public advocates


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This is the 'house keeping' bill of the Department of Public Advocacy.  The bill increases the fee that users of a Public Advocate must pay.  The fee is increased from $40 to $50.  The bill allows fees owed to the Department to become a collectible court judgment.  Lastly, the bill would require Jefferson County to contribute to a "special account" used, currently, to pay for the cost of facilities used by defense attorneys to examine evidence, and upon passage of the bill, to pay for the cost of representation of needy persons confined in a state correctional institution.  Currently, Jefferson County does not pay into the account.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The impact of this bill is indeterminable.  The bill would require Jefferson County to pay $83, 117 annually into the Public Advocate "special fund."  This number is based on the capitation rate of $.125 times the 1990 US Census population figure of 664,937 persons in Jefferson County.  It is not known if this figure will represent a net cost or net saving to Jefferson County.  Currently, Jefferson County provides its own "special fund" activities.  If, on average, Jefferson County pays more than $83, 117 per year to fund those activities, then the bill will represent a net saving to the county.  If Jefferson County, annually pays less, this will represent a net cost to the county.  Currently, Jefferson County budgets $60,000 per year for these purposes.  The Jefferson County Office of the Public Defender believes that this figure is likely to increase.  They further stated that one case could exhaust the entire budgeted amount, though it is impossible to say that any given case will do so.  For the moment, this bill represents a net cost to Jefferson County, but all sources agree that this could easily change in the future.

	DATA SOURCE(S)
	Marshall Thompson, LRC Geographic Information Services;  Ed Monahan, Department of Public Advocacy; Daniel Goyette, Office of the Public Defender, Jefferson County.
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