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AN ACT relating to the certification of denturists.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 313A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 to 6 of this Act, unless context otherwise requires:

(1)
"Apprentice" means a person certified to practice denturity under the supervision of a denturist;
(2)
"Association" means the Kentucky Denturist Association;

(3)
"Board" means the Kentucky Board of Dentistry under KRS Chapter 313;

(4)
"Certificate" means a certificate of examination  and certification to practice denturity and which has been issued by the Kentucky Denturist Association;

(5)
"Examination" means an exam developed by the Denturists' Advisory Committee and administered by the Kentucky Denturist Association;

(6)
"Denture" means a removable full or partial upper or lower prosthetic dental appliance to replace natural teeth;

(7)
"Denturist" means a person certified under this chapter to practice denturity; and

(8)
"Practice of denturity" means the construction, repair, relining, reproduction, adjusting, and fitting in the human oral cavity of dentures, and the taking of impressions, bite registrations, tryins , and other measurements necessary in the provision of dentures to the denture wearer.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 313A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The association shall:

(1)
Have the authority to certify those persons it deems qualified to practice denturity, based upon the development of a set of standards from the Denturists' Advisory Committee. 
All individuals practicing denturity in Kentucky as of the effective date of this Act who have done so for the previous four (4) years shall be deemed to be certified and shall be subject to any future actions the association shall make with regard to certified denturists;
(2)
Have the authority to issue apprentice certificates and impose restrictions on the practice of persons training as apprentices in the practice of denturity;

(3)
Require, for denturists, four (4) years of education and training, of which at least two (2) years shall be in dental technology, at least one (1) year shall be at a school of denturity approved by the association, and at least one (1) year shall be in clinical experience;
(4)
Require, for a dentist apprentice, three (3) years of education and training, of which at least two (2) years shall be in dental technology and at least one (1) year at a school of dental technology approved by the association, and with at least two (2) of the years of this training provided in a clinical setting under the supervision of a certified denturist;
(5)
Conduct certification examinations as developed by the Denturists' Advisory Committee. These exams shall be administered on an annual basis by the Kentucky Denturist Association with test results provided to the Denturists' Advisory Committee. The association shall charge a reasonable fee for examination;
(6)
Recertify certificates, to be conducted annually. Each certificate shall expire at the end of each calendar year. The association shall charge a reasonable fee for certification and recertification;

(7)
Revoke or suspend a certificate if it deems the denturist or apprentice unable to meet the requirements of the standards as set forth by the Denturists' Advisory Committee, or if it finds that the person has failed to comply with the provisions of this Sections 1 to 6 of this Act; and

(8)
Maintain an annual registry of the names and addresses of all certificate holders.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 313A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Each denturist shall register the place of his or her practice of denturity with the county clerk of any county in which the denturist maintains an office.
SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 313A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A denturist and apprentice shall be exempt from those provisions of KRS Chapter 313 that would prohibit the practice of denturity, but in no way shall this chapter  be construed to allow a denturist to provide any services not necessary in the provision of dentures.

(2)
Any person practicing denturity and not holding a certificate under Section 2 of this Act and not authorized by statute to perform the services shall be considered to be practicing dentistry under KRS Chapter 313 and under jurisdiction of the board.

SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 313A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The association may enter into reciprocal agreements with denturity certifying boards of other states, if those boards having education and training requirements at least as high as those of the Commonwealth, to provide for reciprocal certification without further examination of those persons who have been duly licensed in the respective state.
SECTION 6.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 313A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A Denturists' Advisory Committee is created, to consist of the following individuals appointed by the association:

(a)
Four (4) certified denturists, to serve for a period of three (3) years;

(b)
One (1) apprentice denturist, to serve for a period of two years; and

(c)
Four (4) certified denturists who have supervised the education, training, or clinical experience of a denturist or an apprentice denturist, to serve for a period of four (4) years.

(2)
The committee is charged to:

(a)
Develop a set of standards for the practice of denturity and for the apprentice practice of denturity; and

(b)
Develop appropriate examinations for both denturists and apprentice denturists that will provide the association with appropriate measures of an applicant for certification's capability and knowledge to meet the standards for the practice of denturity.
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