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AN ACT relating to Medicaid coverage for autism and pervasive developmental disorder.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 205 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in this section and Section 2 of this Act:

(1)
"Autism" means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three (3), that adversely affects educational performance. Characteristics of autism include:

(a)
Irregularity and impairment in communication;

(b)
Engagement in repetitive activity and stereotyped movement;

(c)
Resistance to environmental change or change in daily routine; and

(d)
Unusual responses to sensory experience.


The term does not include children with characteristics of an emotional-behavioral disability as defined in KRS 157.200.

(2)
"Eligible child" means a person eighteen (18) years of age or younger with autism who meets the criteria of 42 U.S.C. sec. 1396a(e)(3).

(3)
"Pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise specified" or "PDD-NOS" means a developmental disability characterized by severe and pervasive impairment in the development of reciprocal social interaction or verbal and nonverbal communication skills, or when stereotyped behavior, interests, and activities are present but the criteria are not met for autism.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 205 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Within ninety (90) days of the effective date of this Act, the Cabinet for Human Resources shall request a federal waiver to provide Medicaid coverage for eligible children with autism or PDD-NOS, regardless of income or assets of the family, in accordance with 42 U.S.C. section 1396a(e)(3).
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