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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Franciscan Brother James Aloysius Fields.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Franciscan Brother James Aloysius Fields, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Brother Jim Fields was born on May 28, 1925, a native of St. John, Hardin County, Kentucky, and traversed these earthly bounds on January 24, 1998; and

WHEREAS, Brother Jim Fields, the youngest son of Joseph and Emma Fields, was brought up on the family farm in St. John, Kentucky, along with his loving four sisters and four brothers; and

WHEREAS, Brother Jim Fields served his country with distinction as a United States Navy Seabee in the Pacific Theatre during World War II, and saw action at Iwo Jima and Okinawa; and

WHEREAS, Brother Jim Fields joyfully accepted his vocational yearning when he entered the Assumption Seminary of Chaska, Minnesota, and became a Franciscan Brother, after which time he operated the dairy farm at Mount St. Francis Seminary in Floyds Knob, Indiana, from 1960 through the mid 1970's; and

WHEREAS, Brother Jim Fields lovingly brought peace and joy to his Congregation, and he worked hard to see "Christ's face" in all people he came in contact with; his compassion for and understanding of the common man was demonstrated when he founded the Franciscan Mission House on Preston Street in Louisville, where he fed and helped thousands of the Louisville homeless; he operated the Mission House without governmental financial assistance or commodity grants, but with private contributions from the Kentuckiana area; the Mission House serves meals to the Louisville homeless five days a week, and each Christmas, the Mission House gives to the homeless clothes, food, toys, and a "two dollar bill;" and

WHEREAS, Brother Jim Fields' genuine love and concern for his fellow man, and his dedication to the beliefs he so strongly supported throughout his life, deems him worthy of the highest commendation; he was the recipient of the 1992 Irishman of the Year Award by the Ancient Order of Hibernians, Father Abram J. Ryan Division, of which he was a member; and he was also a member of the Knights of Columbus and the Knights of St. John; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Brother Jim Fields has left a void that will be difficult to fill, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of bereavement and loss upon the passing of Brother Jim Fields, and extends to his family and congregation its most heartfelt sympathy. 

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Brother Jim Fields.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to St. Anthony's Parish, P.O. Box 11219, Louisville, Kentucky 40212.
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