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A RESOLUTION commending and congratulating the GE Aircraft Engines facility in Madisonville, Kentucky, for achieving STAR Status under the Kentucky Labor Cabinet Voluntary Protection Partnership Program.

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Labor Cabinet began its Voluntary Protection Partnership Program because it recognized that excellent occupational safety systems protect workers more effectively than forced compliance measures alone; and

WHEREAS, the Voluntary Protection Partnership Program encourages management, employees, and the Labor Cabinet to work together to design and implement outstanding safety and health programs that improve employee motivation to work safely, reduce workers' compensation costs, and improve labor and management relations; and

WHEREAS, on March 2, 1998, the Kentucky Labor Cabinet awarded the GE Aircraft Engines facility in Madisonville, Kentucky, STAR Status under the Voluntary Protection Partnership Program, in acknowledgment of its exemplary occupational health and safety records and practices; and

WHEREAS, by successfully implementing innovative safety procedures such as preventive equipment maintenance, emergency planning, and contractor safety training, and by encouraging active employee participation in setting and meeting safety goals, the GE Aircraft Engines facility has shown that it is indeed a vanguard of the Commonwealth's 86,000 industrial employers; and

WHEREAS, the achievement of STAR Status by the GE Aircraft Engines facility is particularly noteworthy because it is the first unionized site to receive this prestigious award;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate applauds the GE management, the membership of International Union of Electrical Workers Local 701, and the Labor Cabinet for their joint commitment and success in developing and improving safety programs at the facility.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Jamie Regg, Manager, Environmental Health and Safety, GE Aircraft Engines, 3050 Nebo Road, Madisonville, Kentucky 42431.
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