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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Transportation Cabinet to name the segment of U.S. 62 from Beaver Dam to Leitchfield, the "Blue Moon of Kentucky Highway", and the segment of KY 231 from Beaver Dam to Hartford, the "Bill Monroe Memorial Boulevard", and to erect the appropriate highway signs.

WHEREAS, William Smith Monroe, the father of bluegrass music, was just shy of his 85th birthday when he was taken from us to pick with others of his time in the heavens above; and

WHEREAS, Bill Monroe, loved and admired by all, passed away on September 9, 1996, and was buried near his boyhood home in Rosine, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Bill Monroe had a rare creative spirit and unique ability to bring people together to share in his music and experience his gift of love; and

WHEREAS, Bill Monroe's music was born of his homeland and became a special American musical form enjoyed by millions throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, in 1996, the Commonwealth experienced a total of 134,558 motor vehicle accidents and of that total, 738 were fatal traffic accidents and 36,434 were nonfatal injury accidents; and

WHEREAS, in 1996, 846 people were killed and 55,909 persons were injured; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky State Police estimate that approximately one (1) in every five thousand (5,000) Kentucky residents died as a result of a fatal traffic accident in 1996; and

WHEREAS, cold hard statistics too often impersonalize the horror of what is happening on Kentucky's highways; and

WHEREAS, one (1) of the Commonwealth's native daughters - one (1) of the Commonwealth's brightest hopes - one (1) of the Commonwealth's most exemplary young adults was Jamie Lee Burke; and

WHEREAS, Jamie Lee Burke's young life was abruptly ended during a tragic traffic accident on the Preston Highway in Jefferson and Bullitt Counties; and

WHEREAS, Jamie Lee Burke's legacy should be that life is a fragile gift and that traffic safety should be a priority for all who travel our nation's highways; and

WHEREAS, Jamie Lee Burke is a young woman we should never forget;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is directed to name the segment of U.S. 62 from Beaver Dam to Leitchfield, the "Blue Moon of Kentucky Highway" and the segment of KY 231 from Beaver Dam to Hartford, the "Bill Monroe Memorial Boulevard".

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet is directed to name the segment of the Preston Highway from milepoint 0.00 at the Jefferson County line extending north to milepoint 0.33, the "Jamie Lee Burke Memorial Highway".

Section 3.   The Transportation Cabinet shall immediately begin preparing the appropriate highway signs to facilitate their erection upon the effective date of this Resolution.

Section 4.   A copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the Secretary of the Transportation Cabinet and the fiscal courts of Jefferson, Bullitt, Ohio, and Grayson counties.
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