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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet to apply to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for the redesignation of Lake Cumberland as a No Discharge Area under the federal Clean Water Act, and declaring an emergency.

WHEREAS, Lake Cumberland is a popular recreational area with heavy usage by houseboats and other vessels; and

WHEREAS, federal law currently allows unlimited discharge of certified Marine Sanitation Devices (toilets) into Lake Cumberland; and 

WHEREAS, many citizens who enjoy swimming, fishing, and boating on Lake Cumberland are concerned about the large amount of treated sewage being discharged into the lake; and

WHEREAS, the federal Clean Water Act allows states to apply to the EPA for redesignation of a water body as a No Discharge Area, if that water body requires greater environmental protection;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet shall apply to the Environmental Protection Agency requesting the redesignation of Lake Cumberland as a No Discharge Area.

Section 2.   Because the environmental protection of a popular recreational water body is at stake, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Resolution takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.

Section 3.   A copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet immediately upon its passage.
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