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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION authorizing and directing the study of the causes, effects, distinctive features and means of alleviating rural and urban poverty in Kentucky and reauthorizing the Commission on Poverty.

WHEREAS, urban poverty has been increasing in Kentucky in recent years faster than rural poverty; and

WHEREAS, rural poverty rates remain the highest in the state; and

WHEREAS, during the past decade the urban child poverty rate rose from 16.4 percent to 18.9 percent, and in 1989, 36 percent of Kentucky urban poor were children; and

WHEREAS, nearly twice as many people in poverty live in the rural areas of the state; and

WHEREAS, inner-city unemployment in Kentucky is at crisis levels, producing as the consequence a proliferation of gangs, illegal enterprises, and fiscal strain on the city government as a result of increased law enforcement costs and the loss of economic development opportunities; and

WHEREAS, rural unemployment rates in Kentucky remain at chronically high levels and are among the highest in the nation; and

WHEREAS, rural and urban poverty each have distinctive features and separate strategies for alleviating their impact;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to have conducted a comprehensive study of rural and urban poverty in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The study shall be performed under the auspices of the Commission on Poverty, which was authorized by 1996 Senate Concurrent Resolution 96 and which is hereby reauthorized for the 1998-99 interim.

Section 3.   The study shall identify the causes, effects, distinctive features, and means of alleviating rural and urban poverty in Kentucky.

Section 4.   The Commission on Poverty, in conducting the study, shall consult with state and local government officials and interested charitable, nonprofit, and volunteer organizations to identify ways of overcoming poverty in Kentucky's rural and urban areas.

Section 5.   The Commission on Poverty shall report the results of the study to the Legislative Research Commission by June 1, 1999.

Section 6.   Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $20,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Legislative Research Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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